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In the year of 1996, God called Rev Joel Siew to establish a church in Dunedin...

“FhIrhs 0y, HsbRik. T —— BEZP 1:6

"He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day
of Christ Jesus." -- Philippians 1:6
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"Go therefore and make disciples of all nations..."
Matthew 28:19
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In celebration of the 30" anniversary of the Dunedin Chinese Methodist Church

LRI, I HEF. Originally in Chinese; translated into English
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No pain, no gain
As philanthropist Ka-shing Li once said:

“To enjoy what others could not, you
need to endure what others could not,
persevere when others could not, be
prepared to do what others could not”.

Physical life is limited, but the soul is
eternal

Even if a person lives to 100 years old,
that is only 36,500 days. With three
meals a day, that is just 109,500 meals.

With every meal you eat, it is one less
meal. Every day that passes is one less.
Every year that goes by is one less year.

Therefore, we must take heed: seize this
life and enter eternal life!

Make the most of today, and sincerely
believe in the Lord and love Him. Prepare
your “visa” to enter the Kingdom of God.
If we truly love the Lord, and are willing
to offer our time, money, talents, and
strength to Him, storing up treasures in
heaven and serving as faithful stewards,
we will never regret it.

Physical life has no guarantees. Our
hearts may stop beating at any moment.
Our breath may cease at any time. When
that moment comes, it will be too late.

God’s love is unconditional. He loves you
not because of what you have done, or
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because of what you have but because
He loves you as a person.

God loves you not because you are
lovable, nor because you love Him
greatly, but because He is love.

God’s love for you is not only to be kept
for yourself. He loves you so that you can
live out the love and share it with others.

Building a church is not just about
physical facilities, but also about
building a supportive and nurturing
environment where every believer is
open to learning and humbly accepts
teachings. May every believer continue
to grow in life, and bear abundant fruits.
May we glorify God and bless His people.

13



%ﬁ‘%ﬁi’)

& [G1L=SE Rev Bishop Chan Lai Liong

PRI, I HAHHEF. Originally in Chinese; translated into English

T B %R 5 E A30

H EESA - RS
F 7T 15%%4%37%‘5’7)?&4&"

¥, RmARnE, 30533 ET, HF
LRKKT. b=, HAELE, F3)

LR AEEEE T FYIES, RN H
75}—272%"\19 N éﬁ o

FEEENAEHE. TR L
KF AT, 3o bTE2WETHE.

R AR B EGNAF A TG AR
A RE AR FHERGKE, X
*%i% AR A L P REL T A 89

c &, AR S ARRE AR E, £%

TARSR, MBERK; LHAFEZALZ
2 EHRHAAR, BRBERLRRK, 25
FE, MBERAAM, KoK

o RMAMLEF, ATEREXE
9 £ 6 B,

EARA LRI EXI0FAESTE TP
BRKLTHSEF, 28, B2 KR, &
MEREZZ It ARRE, BRMER
’REKE5EH, EHLEZFLSLEFHC
Bo BAHKAHAIZE, PETFLEFY
B 5, L&A T EGHEER
T AV £ &, EIF AR EARNE LK
TAZS 5 R £, IWIRsRAT B T FF 4
LR CERE, IRRIELTHE
AR EH, Ak, EMNTe2H T
F 0 PR T Bk Rk A9 Ak G, AR ER 8
HHEHASGCE, RNAERBGF R, &

FREK
Counting God’s Grace
Looking to the Future

Time flies, DCMC has now reached its 30"
anniversary. It is like watching a child
grow up. In the blink of an eye, 30 years have
gone by, and the child is all grown. As we look
back and count God's grace, seeing God’s
wondrous work in DCMC, we truly ought to be
thankful.

DCMC began in a rented church, made
up mainly of university students. Today, it has
purchased its own church building, and its
congregation has gradually transitioned from
being primarily student-based to a church
made up of families and people of different
ages. Along this journey, it has been God who
has accomplished His good purpose. Many
have heard the Gospel here, placed their
trust in Jesus, and been nurtured in their
growth. Many others were rekindled here,
actively pursuing spiritual growth, serving in
ministries, being shaped into leaders, and
then being sent out to various places. We
thank God for using DCMC to proclaim His
grace.

Although God has accomplished many
beautiful things in DCMC over the past 30
years, as we look to the future, we need to
engage in deeper self-reflection and actively
pursue growth and renewal, so that the
church can better align with God’s will. While
the church is not perfect, God accomplishes
His good purpose through an imperfect
church by His grace and mercy. However, this
does not mean we can be complacent or
proud. From Jesus’ message for the seven
churches in Revelation, we see clearly that
He always has expectations for His church.
Therefore, we must not be constrained by
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past achievements and neglect our future
mission or Jesus’ heart for His church. Even
as we give thanks, we must remain steadfast
in our original calling. Looking to the future,
what can we do? Let us encourage each
other with the following two points:

1. Pursue personal spiritual renewal and
growth.

A church is a community of many believers,
and individual members inevitably influence
one another. This influence can be positive,
as Hebrews 10:24 says: "And let us consider
how we may spur one another on toward
love and good deeds". But it can also be
negative, as Jesus said: "Things that cause
people to stumble are bound to come” (Luke
17:1).

As members of the church, we should
naturally pursue positive influence rather
than negative. From the perspective of a
redeemed sinner, to exert a positive
influence, we must pursue personal spiritual
growth and renewal. For what fills and
manifests itself in sinners is the corruption
of the sinful nature. If, after believing in
Christ, we do not actively seek to break free
from these corrupt desires, then according
to Jesus' principle that "a good tree bears
good fruit”, we will not be able to bear good
fruit.

But thanks be to God, we are not left
to rely on our own efforts in this matter.
When we believed, God has already provided
all the necessary resources for our growth,
so that we are able to continue growing and
be renewed. As 2 Peter 1:3-4 says: "His
divine power has given us everything we
need for a godly life through our knowledge
of him who called us by his own glory and
goodness. Through these He has given us His
very great and precious promises, so that
through them you may participate in the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption
in the world caused by evil desires.”

Since God has given us the resources
for renewal and growth, we have the
responsibility to pursue them. Therefore,
Peter continues: "For this very reason, make
every effort to add to your faith goodness;
and to goodness, knowledge; and to
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knowledge, self-control; and to self-control,
perseverance; and to perseverance,
godliness; and to godliness, mutual
affection; and to mutual affection, love." (2
Peter 1:5-7).

Spiritual growth is a process of
"adding to what we already have,” and its
ultimate manifestation is loving one another
and being able to love all. This is precisely
the new command Jesus gave to His
disciples: "A new command | give you: Love
one another. As | have loved you, so you must
love one another. By this everyone will know
that you are my disciples, if you love one
another.” (John 13:34-35).

It is clear, then, that if each believer
in the church pursue this goal, seeking to
“escape the corruption in the world caused
by fleshly desires and to participate in the
divine nature” after believing in the Lord,
and striving for renewal and growth toward
a mature life of loving others, such a church
will exalt the Lord's name, and others will
recognize that we are disciples of the Lord
Jesus. This is the testimony of the Gospel;
this is positive influence.

May every brother and sister of DCMC
take this as their life goal: to pursue positive
influences within the church, where lives
impact lives, manifesting love for one
another and love for all. To achieve this goal,
renewal and growth are the process. The
purpose of the church is to help every
brother and sister be shaped, renewed, and
transformed in this process, so that they can
move towards maturity and live a life of
love.

2. Pursuing harmony and cooperation
within the church community.

Beyond playing a vital role each individual’s
spiritual growth, the church is also the place
for every believer to live out biblical truths
and practice community life.

To live out love, there must be an
object of love. The church, as a community
of faith, is the best place to practice love.
Therefore, Jesus’ new command was given
to His disciples, that through loving one
another, all people would recognize that
they are His disciples. This shows that a life
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of love within the church is the most
powerful testimony for the Lord. If we desire
to exalt the Lord Jesus and live lives that
glorify God and benefit others, a life of love
is indispensable.

But how can we practically manifest such a
life of love?

The Bible offers numerous teachings
on how believers should live within the faith
community, addressing the self-
centeredness, selfishness, and pride rooted
in human nature. One of the clearest
expressions of love among believers is when,
in community life, everyone lays aside self
and joins others in striving and giving
themselves for the same mission.

This is precisely the message Jesus
uses to challenge every follower: "Whoever
wants to be my disciple must deny
themselves and take up their cross daily and
follow me."” (Luke 9:23)

Only by denying ourselves and laying
aside self-interest can believers in the
church community move in the same
direction with the same goals. By uniting
under a shared mission and goal, they can
work with one another to fulfil the mission of
the Gospel.

This is why church life is indispensable
for believers. Committing to the church and
serving together in one accord is a
fundamental part of spiritual discipline. It is
also based on this necessity that the New
Testament contains so many teachings
regarding harmony in community life, and
places great emphasis on peaceful living
among believers.

When addressing issues concerning
observing certain days or eating certain
foods, Romans emphasizes acceptance
rather than judgment. Romans 15:7 says:
"Accept one another, then, just as Christ
accepted you, in order to bring praise to
God." Doing so is pursuing harmony in
communal life. This is a vital pursuit in the
life of faith: "Let us therefore make every
effort to do what leads to peace and to
mutual edification.” (Romans 14:19).

When Philippians speaks of
encouragement and fellowship among
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believers, it especially emphasizes: "Then
make my joy complete by being like-minded,
having the same love, being one in spirit and
of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish
ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility
value others above yourselves, not looking to
your own interests but each of you to the
interests of the others.” (Philippians 2:2-4)

Moreover, Hebrews 12:14 places the
pursuit of peace alongside the pursuit of
holiness. The scripture states: "Make every
effort to live in peace with everyone and to
be holy; without holiness no one will see the
Lord.” This illustrates that the two are
complementary, much like two sides of the
same coin. We cannot merely pursue or
emphasize holiness while neglecting peace.
No one can claim to be holy while being
unable to live peacefully with others. In
short, harmony within the community is the
expression of a holy life.

Therefore, as we look to the future,
may DCMC be a place of spiritual growth for
every believer committed to this church. May
it be a place where biblical truths are
practiced, so that DCMC may become a house
that "declares the praises of Him who called
you out of darkness into His wonderful light"
(1 Peter 2:9).

Conclusion

Reflecting on the past thirty years, we give
thanks, for God has worked in the hearts of
the brothers and sisters of DCMC according to
His mighty power, guiding the church through
these three decades and accomplishing
immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine. We also pray that He receives glory
in DCMC forever (Ephesians 3:20-21).

Since we have received such great
grace, as Paul exhorts, we are to "live a life
worthy of the calling you have received’
(Ephesians 4:1). Therefore, may DCMC be a
church that shapes believers in renewal and
growth, bringing glory to God and blessing to
others. May every believer be willing to
commit to the church, pursuing harmony and
serving together in unity, so that all people
may recognize that this church is made up of
disciples of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Happy 30th Anniversary, DCMC!

Moy you continue to stand on Ciod s forthfulness. There will be many more
wonderful. stortes to come as generations of belrevers pass through and are

rovsed up among You. To God be ald the glory and honour, always.

& MEZ FELKFHM Guo Yean Ling, Layleader CMCNZ
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hen we think of Dunedin, the first things

that often come to mind are the
University of Otago and the city’s freezing
temperatures. However, for many of us—
especially students—the Dunedin Chinese
Methodist Church (DCMC) is what truly makes
Dunedin special. Over the past 30 years,
DCMC has been a spiritual home for many
local and international students.

| still remember the year | arrived in Dunedin
to begin my tertiary studies. | flew into
Dunedin Airport one fine morning and, after
collecting my luggage, took an airport
shuttle into town. | vividly recall the 30-
minute drive through seemingly endless
stretches of open farmland. In the back of
my mind, | wondered, “What is going on
here? Have | made the right decision to leave
the big City of Sails for a place like this?”
However, my concerns quickly faded as the
city buildings came into view and we arrived
in the city centre.

Being away from family and loved ones was
not easy. | was nervous upon arrival, unsure
of how things would turn out. But looking
back now, | can say with confidence that God
had everything planned for me. Through the
connection of Chinese Methodist Churches in
New Zealand, | naturally began attending
DCMC.

| still remember my first visit to the church
hall next to All Saints Anglican Church on
Cumberland Street. It was such a blessing to
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meet many uncles and aunties, older
brothers and sisters, as well as fellow first-
year university students. | was welcomed
with great warmth, and very quickly DCMC
became the spiritual family God had placed
me in—a place where | was nurtured,
equipped, and able to grow during my years
in Dunedin.

Many of the friendships | formed there have
become lifelong relationships which | still
cherish today. Not only that, but many of us
remain in touch and now serve together in
various roles and capacities across the
Chinese Methodist Churches throughout New
Zealand.

Time flies. Today, my son Noah has chosen to
come to Dunedin as well and is now part of
the DCMC family. The next generation is
here. As DCMC celebrates its 30th
anniversary, | praise God for the wonderful
work the church has done through many
pastors and leaders—past and present—in
helping students come to  Christ,
transforming lives, and equipping them to

become disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ.

| am deeply thankful that DCMC has
remained faithful to the mission entrusted
to them from the very beginning: to
fervently serve and build up young people
who come for a few short years of university
life, and to send them forth as followers of
Christ. May the Lord continue to bless the
work of your hands and uphold you in this
special calling.

To all the students who come and go, |
encourage you to take your faith seriously
during your time in Dunedin. Reflect on why
God has brought you here, among all the
places you could have chosen. Our sovereign
and almighty God has a special plan for each
of us, and it is vital that we seek to
understand His purpose for our lives. Above
all, His plan surely includes for

you to know Him and developing a personal
relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ. | can
assure you that life will never be the same
once you come to know Christ. He is the
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wonderful Saviour who can transform our
lives forever.

So take heart and grow in your faith as you
journey through your university

years with DCMC.

To the church leaders, | recognise the
challenges DCMC faces with the constant
turnover of people and limited resources.
Yet this is also what makes DCMC unique.
“Let us not grow weary in doing good... for
at the proper time we will reap a harvest if
we do not give up.” | pray that DCMC will
continue to grow, remaining both faithful
and fruitful to the end—faithful in serving
God by serving the people He brings into
your midst, and fruitful in bearing lasting
fruit for His glory. Both require us to remain
connected to the author and perfecter of
our faith—our Lord Jesus Christ. As John
15:5 reminds us:

“l am the vine; you are the branches. If you
remain in me and | in you, you will bear
much fruit; apart from me you can do
nothing.”

DCMC has continued to flourish under the
guidance of our Great Shepherd. Indeed, as
Psalm 23:1 declares, “The Lord is my
shepherd; | lack nothing.” May you continue
to trust in His leading as He guides you into
the years ahead. May you keep shining as a
light in this world, bringing the hope of the
Gospel to all who pass through this beautiful
city.

As it is written in Matthew 5:14-16:

“You are the light of the world. A town built
on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives
light to everyone in the house. In the same
way, let your light shine before others, that
they may see your good deeds and glorify
your Father in heaven.”



8l 5 Bk £,

a8 E

The Author and Perfecter — Christ Alone
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& FHAKUM Rev Jeremiah Huang

b AR, FEILAEF. Originally in Chinese; translated into English

Who brought the church from nothing into
being? What has enabled the church to rise
again through persecution and corruption? And
what continues to guide the direction of the
church forward? The answer is found in Jesus
Christ. It is through Him that the kingdom of God
is brought into this world by the church. It is He
who has sustained the church through political
oppression and enabled her to overcome worldly
corruption. And it is still He who, through the
Holy Spirit, leads the church into the future.

The Dunedin Chinese Methodist Church (EEE)
has now been established for 30 years. Though
her history may seem insignificant in the vast
span of church history, within God’s eternal plan
and among the followers of Christ, this church
carries the hopes of generations of saints and
bears witness to the grace and power of God.

The establishment of a church is not easy—it
must face the lack of its beginnings. The growth
of a church is not easy—it must endure the
struggles along the way. The maturity of a church
is also not easy—it must carefully respond to a
wide range of needs.

Yet at every stage, if the church remains faithful
to God, follows the example of Christ, and relies
on the power of the Holy Spirit, she can become
a testimony of God’s glory in the midst of lack,
struggle, and need.

The Dunedin Chinese Methodist Church has also
gone through this process of growth—from a
student fellowship primarily serving overseas
students, to now, through God’s leading and the
faithful labor of co-workers in different seasons,
becoming a bilingual church serving international
students, immigrants, and the local community.

Throughout this journey, the Lord Jesus has
always been our only motivation and hope.
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What we see from the life of Jesus and the
development of the church is this: the
foundation of the church is not built on winning
intellectual arguments, nor on moving speeches
or performances, but on the power of God and
the self-giving life of Christ.

The life of Jesus shows us that His ministry was
not centered on navigating relationships with
priests, politicians, or merchants. He did not
deliberately enter the centers of power to build
His own influence, nor did He avoid them to
appear morally superior. Instead, He lived among
the people—bearing witness to the truth of God,
revealing the grace of God, touching the broken,
and setting free those who were bound.

Therefore, if the church desires to be deeply
rooted and developing, she must be willing to
walk a path of wholehearted reliance on God’s
power and self-denial in following Christ. This
means that God’s people must pursue a life
united with the Lord and filled with the Holy
Spirit.

Such a life not only grants us the courage and
wisdom to proclaim the truth, but also enables
us to live out the suffering and self-giving love of
Christ for His church.

May the life of our Lord Jesus not only inspire us
to move forward, but may He also, through His
Spirit, bring revival to this church—so that
people here may not only come to know Christ
and serve Him, but also imitate Him, living lives
fully submitted to God’s rule and willingly paying
the cost of self-denial.

May all glory be to the Lord. May Jesus Christ be
the unshakable and unchanging foundation of all
the churches He loves, and of DCMC as well.
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raise and thanks be to God the

Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit for His guidance, care, and
abundant blessings upon Dunedin
Chinese Methodist Church, New
Zealand, over these past 30 years!
May the church continue to faithfully
fulfill the mission entrusted by God—
shepherding His flock, leading people
to Christ, and equipping believers—so
that together we may accomplish the
Great Commission.

In Christ,
Pastor Grace Lau
With congratulations and blessings
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Proclaiming the Lord’s
Grace

& E5E AT Rev Raymond Mok

PRI, X AHEF. Originally in Chinese; translated into English
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extend my heartfelt congratulations and
thanksgiving on the 30th anniversary of the
Dunedin Chinese Methodist Church (DCMC).

Looking back to the years 2004-2005,
| had the privilege of serving as a pastor at
DCMC for two years. Although it was not a
long stint, it remains a precious part of my
pastoral ministry, one that | often recall with
gratitude. At that time, DCMC was mainly a
church for university students. Every
Sunday, about fifty people would gather to
worship God. Though this was not a large
number, | was deeply moved by the brothers
and sisters' commitment towards their faith,
their thirst for God's word, and the sincere
fellowship they shared with one another.

DCMC has always served in a unique
context — ministering to students from
diverse backgrounds and countries, and
accompanying many young people as they
explore life and build their faith during their
years of study. In a foreign land, the church
has become a spiritual home for many young
people, allowing them to take root in Christ
amidst their busy academic lives and hear
God's calling at this important life stage. |
am filled with gratitude for the opportunity
to worship, learn, and serve the Lord
together with everyone during that time.
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It is especially encouraging to see
how the church has grown over the years.
The church congregation is gradually
entering its second generation. Some of the
university graduates from those earlier
years have chosen to stay, work and
continue their lives in this place. Many have
started their families within the church. The
number of children in the congregation has
also increased. The church community has
become more diverse and vibrant, and the
future of the church looks even brighter and
full of life.

Recently, by God's grace, the church
has purchased a new place of fellowship.
The new location is more convenient and
spacious, providing a better environment
for worship, fellowship, discipleship, and
various ministries. This is not only an
important milestone in the church’s
development but also serves as a strong
foundation for the continued growth of the
church’s ministries in the years ahead.

These 30 years is a clear testimony of
God's grace. Many students who once
worshiped at DCMC are now living all over
the world; working and serving the Lord in
various ways. | believe that the seeds of
faith sowed in their lives through the
ministries at DCMC continues to bear fruit in
their lives.

May the Lord who has faithfully led
DCMC over the past 30 years continue to
guide the church’s future path. May DCMC
continue to be a spiritual home for many
young people and families, rooted in the
truth, built up in love, and witnessing Christ
in every generation.

My heartfelt wishes to DCMC: May its
30th anniversary be a blessed remembrance
of God’s grace, and may the Lord continue
to prosper DCMC’s ministries.
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Words of Encouragement for

Brothers and Sisters:

1. Thanks be to God for the grace of
redemption He has given us in Christ

e Ephesians 1:7 - In Him we have
redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins, in accordance
with the riches of God’s grace.

o Ephesians 1:18 - | pray that the
eyes of your heart may be
enlightened in order that you may
know the hope to which He has
called you, the riches of His glorious
inheritance in His holy people

Reflection: The grace God has bestowed
upon us in Christ is an abundant and
glorious grace. May the DCMC continues to
be faithful to God’s calling and manifest His

glory.
2. Confirm your identity and mission

e 1 Peter 2:9 - But you are a chosen
people, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, God’s special possession,
that you may declare the praises of

P AR X, LA EiF. Originally in Chinese; translated into English
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Him who called you out of darkness
into His wonderful light.

Reflection: We thank God for using the
DCMC family to live out the mission of the
gospel and proclaim God's virtues over the
past 30 years. May DCMC continue to build on
this foundation and even more actively
proclaim God’s grace.

3. Live out the Lord’s love

e John 13:34-35 - A new command |
give you: Love one another. As | have
loved you, so you must love one
another. By this everyone will know
that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.

Reflection: May the DCMC family live out the
Lord’s love, have beautiful testimonies in
their daily life, glorify God and benefit
others!

Wishing DCMC: Happy 30th Birthday!
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& ZEZPA%UM Rev Adrain King

LRI, I HEF. Originally in Chinese; translated into English

Dear brothers and sisters of DCMC:

Peace be with you in the Lord.

| was filled with deep gratitude upon
hearing that it will be Dunedin Chinese
Methodist Church’s 30th anniversary in
2026. These thirty years are more than just
marks in time; they are also a testament of
grace. It is not just a number, but a
collection of real-life stories. These include
seasons of seeking, growth, and mutual
support, as well as the quiet, beautiful
work that the Lord has accomplished among
you.

Reflecting on the years | served here; | have
always felt that DCMC is like a spiritual
field: some were planted here, some took
root here, and others have borne sweet
fruit here. In particular, the young people
who were mentored and taught in the
church, some have become the backbone of



the church, while others have answered the call to full-time ministry, continuing to shine
brightly in different cities and communities. This is a testament to the Lord’s beautiful
grace and guidance. This continuation of life makes me realize that the Lord’s work at DCMC
has never ceased; He continues to write new chapters, generation after generation, in His
own way.

In the days to come, no matter what lies ahead, may DCMC continue to be grounded in the
truth of the Bible and the mission of Christ. May God’s word be your light, so that every
gathering, every journey together, and every act of service carries spiritual warmth and
power. May you build one another up in love, be constantly renewed in truth, and move
forward with hope.

May the Lord Himself lead DCMC on its next new journey. May you not only look back at His
grace but also embrace the future vision. May you not only count the Lord’s beautiful deeds
but also continue to be vessels in His hands, —living up to His grace and becoming a blessing
to the lives of many others.

With love in Christ and deepest blessings.
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These thirty years are more than Just marks tn fime;

they are also a testament of grace.
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Passing on the Faith to the Next Generation
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2 Timothy 2:2

“And the things you have heard me say in the
presence of many withesses entrust to
reliable people who will also be qualified to
teach others.”

A Vision Born 30 Years Ago

Thirty years ago, God gave Rev. Siew a clear
vision — to plant a church in Dunedin, a
student city where the University of Otago
is located. Students from many parts of the
world come here to pursue their studies, but
God had a greater purpose for them.

They were not here by coincidence. God
wanted them to come to know Him, to be
discipled, and then to be sent out into the
world as His witnesses and disciples.

Over the past three decades, we have seen
this vision fulfilled again and again. Students
have come to faith in Christ, grown in the
Word, and been equipped to serve. Many of
them have gone on to become leaders in
other churches, and some have even
answered God’s call to become full-time
pastors and missionaries.

Indeed, generations of students have passed
through Dunedin Chinese Methodist Church
(DCMC), and through their lives, the gospel
has continued to spread far beyond Dunedin.

A Call to Continue the Legacy

As we celebrate this 30th anniversary, we
stand at a new threshold — another season
of God’s calling. A generation has come and
gone, and we must now ask ourselves:
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“Are we doing what Paul charged Timothy to
do in 2 Timothy 2:2?”

Are we training and equipping others who
will carry on this ministry into the next 30,
60 years and beyond?

Every generation has a sacred responsibility
to pass on the truth of God’s Word. For
parents, this is called faith transmission —

{={I{&%. Similarly, for the church, it is our
calling to ensure that the flame of faith does
not die out with us, but continues to burn
brightly in those who come after us.

Our duty as church leaders and believers is
not merely to attract people through
entertainment or programs that cater to
personal preferences. Instead, we must
draw people to God’s Word, for only the
Word of God can truly transform hearts and
lives.

Teaching the Next Generation God’s Word

The Bible reminds us that we are responsible
for shaping the next generation’s faith:

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 (NIV)

“These commandments that | give you today
are to be on your hearts. Impress them on
your children. Talk about them when you sit
at home and when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you get up.”

Psalm 78:4-7 (NIV)

“We will not hide them from their
descendants; we will tell the next
generation the praiseworthy deeds of the
Lord, His power, and the wonders He has
done... so that they would put their trust in
God and would not forget His deeds but
would keep His commands.”

Whether the next generation thrives in the
Lord depends largely on how faithful this
generation is in fulfilling its mission today.
If we fail to pass on the truth of God’s Word
now — both in our homes and in the church
— we risk losing the next generation to the
world.
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Seeing Through God’s Eyes

As we celebrate this 30th anniversary, let us
not boast about what we have achieved from
a human perspective. Rather, let us pause
and reflect on what God sees in us.

May our celebration be marked not by human
success, but by faithfulness — faithfulness to
God’s Word, to His calling, and to the next
generation that He has entrusted to us.

Let us recommit ourselves to the mission
that began 30 years ago —
to evangelize, disciple, and send out
workers for the glory of God.

“He who began a good work in you will carry
it on to completion until the day of Christ
Jesus.” — Philippians 1:6

To God be all the glory, now and forever.
Amen.
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From University to a Lifelong Calling
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1. The Early Days: Small, yet filled with
passion

| enrolled with the University of Otago in
late July 1996. At that time, the Chinese
church had only been established for
four months, faithfully founded by Rev.
Siew.

The circumstances were quite simple in
those early days. There was no
permanent venue of our own and no
well-established  structure.  Worship
services and gatherings were held in a
borrowed space at All Saints Anglican
Church

At first, Sunday services were attended
by around 40 university students, along
with a few Chinese families. Though
small in number, we were full of passion
and anticipation as we gathered to
worship in a foreign land.

For many of us, it was the first time we
seriously explored our faith. For others,
it was the first time we truly experienced
what it meant to have a “spiritual home”
while living abroad.
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1996/04/07 Thanksgiving service for the establishment of the Dunedin Chinese Methodist Church

1996/04/07 {2 B, T H A PIBANE K 5 Z¥ NG #H

1996/04/07 Commemorative photo taken inside the church during the establishment of the
Dunedin Chinese Methodist Church
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growth in another city
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AT ZRARAMAT I E IS A 4 H AN the first time, a group of Christian students

AEERZGBGA, ThTHRLINR, ik travelled to Christchurch to attend a retreat
with the local Methodist youth fellowship. It was

2 > = A1) K, . . . . .

SLHIE 3 AT AR a meaningful time for them to build friendships,

encourage one another, and grow together in

their faith.

1996/07/02-05 a7 4£ 353w S 7 - ) B4
1996/07/02-05 In Christchurch to attend a youth fellowship retreat

i s —

1996/07/02 05 7‘*‘751:! BEA0E R TR A

1996/07/02-05 Dunedin representatives who attended the retreat
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B RS A AR
Attending the foundational theology course in Christchurch, late 1996

As | began my university journey, | gradually
settled into this new home. At the same time, |
learnt to follow the Lord. By the end of the 1996
summer break, a few brothers and sisters and |
went to Christchurch to take a foundational
theology course taught by Pastor Peter Wong.

It was an incredibly valuable experience. We
had intensive classes during the day and worked
on assignments in the afternoon. We shared and
prayed together in the evenings, grounding
ourselves in the truth. At the same time, we
also got practical experience at the
Christchurch Chinese Methodist Church under
Pastor Elijah Wong. There, we were not just
“students,” but “co-workers,” learning to serve
and support one another.

These experiences opened our eyes to the wider
work of God’s kingdom and helped us

understand His purpose for our lives more
clearly.

- %o

e



=, BRGBIZ: HEEHXBBR

Ja ko, MR R 69 %) T HEAE 1 B KA
L, AT ERMBRETZHRAFEHF. I
HEFEZ, LRAESYmEAN, HEA e
L, Wl &%, wfTEFEA, 2Tk
SHRE,

PR, AR RATA S T
kARL,

W, BARF: £S5 PHEER

AR, KA AL LR IR
F97 5 REFFAREIF—F, b5
MIRF, BANBFTFLERTTHF L. £
it g, T2REAGRA,

KRR RM S0 7 AL BHRE. &
HARAT. Xy S F A, AR E A G

A o

HAEE, BNAAFRRGEE, 12
BB EAWAES . BAAEHE. ]
AL, AR LA L, R AA R KA
) &g 25 am,

NO ALCOHOL
PERMITTED IN HALL

1997 2 3% ¥ 45 /)N 484 78

Small group singing during the worship service
(1997)

3. Spiritual Nurturing: A crucial stage of being
equipped

Later, Pastor Grace Lau from Sibu joined us,
providing invaluable pastoral care and guidance.
She not only taught us the Bible but also
influenced us through her life, showing us how
to pray, lead Bible studies, care for others, and
serve faithfully.

During this time, we gradually grew from being
“participants” to becoming “co-workers.”

4. Engaging in Service: Being shaped through
participation

During that time, | had the opportunity to serve
in various ways. | served as the youth fellowship
leader for a year in 1997, participated in the
choir, and was involved in evangelistic work and
planning gospel camps. Our outreach was mainly
to Chinese international students.

We reached out in the simplest ways, inviting
classmates, spending time with them, caring for
them, and sharing our testimonies, leading
people closer to God. We may not be teaching
deep spiritual truths, but we were willing to
pray for them, share meals with them, and walk
alongside them through difficult times. These
simple acts became vessels greatly used by God.

1997 % # 25 JEIK g

Choir performance during worship service (1997)
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Group photo of the first Gospel Camp

1997 % —B4g&78 o KB FRIF
Speakers of the first Gospel Camp. Rev Joel Siew Pastor Elijah Wong
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Speaker of the 1997 retreat, Rev Chan Lai Liong |

(Auckland)

1997 #t154-285) °g 3%

Group hymn singing at the 1997 retreat

1997 @142 AL #F R 0 FRALsam (Rt

5. Camps and Life Transformation: A group
willing to respond

We planned to hold a youth camp every year. The
goal was not just to have fun, but more
importantly, to build deep relationships, inspire
creative gifts (through performances, drama,
and sharing), and train disciples in their spiritual
lives. We can cry, laugh, pray, and respond to
God together.

During those years, many youths were moved by
God and felt called to dedicate their lives to
ministry. This was not a momentary impulse, but
a genuine response to God’s touch. Many of
those who made such commitments have since
answered God’s call to become pastors, serving
churches or engaging in missions in places such
as Singapore, Japan, Malaysia, Taiwan, and
beyond.

1997 #1642 F 2B %

=¥ Group photo during lunch at the 1997 retreat
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6. Looking Back: God’s guidance in every step

Looking back on those years, we had no
resources and no experience, but we had a
simple, willing heart ready to be used by God.

We were not perfect,
willingness.

yet God used our

Today, on reflection, the small gathering of just
over 40 people, has become the starting point
for many life transformations.

As for me, this year marks five years of serving in
pastoral ministry.

This was never a plan of man—it was God’s
wonderful guidance every step of the way.

7. Encouragement for today’s youth

Dear brothers and sisters of Dunedin Chinese
Methodist Church, perhaps your church today
has few people, limited resources, not enough
co-workers, and sometimes feels very
challenging.

But remember, we started the same way. Never
underestimate a fellowship meeting, a prayer,
an invitation, or simply spending time with
someone, because God can use these to change
a person’s life. | hope that you:

1. Never give up any opportunity to learn.
Whether it is Bible study, courses, camps,
or training, these are all important steps
God is using to prepare you for the
future.

2. Never underestimate your service.
Whether you are in the choir, ushering,
leading games, or Bible studies, these are
all tools God uses to shape your life.

3. Never miss an opportunity to share the
gospel. Your classmates around you are
your greatest harvest field. A single
invitation could change someone’s
eternity.

4. Don’t be afraid to commit. When you are
willing to give more, God can use you
even more.

From the small group of just over 40 at the
University of Otago to becoming a pastor
actively serving today, | firmly believe that
God can begin a lifelong calling right on a
“campus.” Perhaps the next person God is
calling is among you, it could be you!
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To Dunedin Chinese Methodist Church (DCMC)

In 1997, | first walked into Dunedin Chinese
Methodist Church. It is a church that has
profoundly shaped my life and spiritual vision,
and it is also the “home church” of my spiritual
journey.

e

& MAFHIUT Rev Johnny Lin

Looking back, my heart is filled with gratitude. |
vividly remember the shepherding of Pastor
Grace Lau and Rev. Raymond Mok. | also cannot
forget that in those days without a resident
pastor, many brothers and sisters held fast to
God’s Word, taking root and being built up
through Bible study and prayer, serving faithfully,
and becoming wonderful examples. By God’s
grace, | also had the privilege of serving here as
a deacon, and together with everyone, we
withessed by faith the purchase of our first
church building.

Dunedin is a vibrant student city, where diverse
cultures intersect and people come and go. As
DCMC celebrates its 30th anniversary, my
greatest blessing for you is that you would
become a contemporary “Antioch Church”:

First, live out the testimony of Christ. In Antioch,
the disciples were first called “Christians”
because their lives resembled Christ and they
treasured God’s Word. May this pure and
powerful testimony of faith always be the most
beautiful mark of DCMC.

Second, be a cradle for Kingdom workers.
Antioch was a center for cross-cultural and
global missions. May DCMC continue to be a
strong “Training and Sending Centre,” equipping
spiritual leaders and sending them out to all
parts of the world to shine for God’s Kingdom.

Thirty years is a glorious milestone, and also a
brand-new beginning. May God continue to lead
you as you soar on wings like eagles. Happy 30th
Anniversary!

With blessings
Rev. Johnny Lin
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raise the Lord for His continual
Pguidance and protection over DCMC for

the past thirty years! The last time |
was at DCMC was to celebrate its 15th
anniversary. Time flies, but thanks be to God
that He has always kept this church here,
serving the community—especially the
students—helping them grow through
discipleship and come to know Lord more
deeply.

I am very grateful for the fellowship,
friendships, and wonderful memories | had
at DCMC. These experiences continue to
encourage me in my pastoral ministry. | still
remember Reverand King’s explanation of
the Gospel of John. At that time, expository
preaching was a new experience for me, but
it opened my eyes to the importance of
grounding ministry in God’s Word.

This emphasis on the Bible has left a
profound impact on my life. It reminds me
to strive for biblical truth in my teaching
and preaching. | am also deeply encouraged
to see that DCMC is placing increasing
importance on sound doctrine and
expository preaching. These are values that
| also cherish and continue to uphold.

As we celebrate DCMC’s 30th anniversary,
may the torch of faith continue to be
passed on: “Passing on the torch to
proclaim God’s grace; faithfully following
Him as His disciples.” May generations of
disciples proclaim the Lord’s grace and
follow Him faithfully.
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What If Francis Asbury Visited DCMC's 30th Anniversary with

Our Lord Jesus Christ?
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Dear Pastors, Co-workers, Brothers and
Sisters in Christ, grace and peace to you.

Let us begin with an exhortation from
Scripture, Jude 1:20-21:

“But you, dear friends, by building
yourselves up in your most holy faith and
praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves
in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of
our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to
eternal life.”

At this 30th anniversary thanksgiving of
Dunedin Chinese Methodist Church—a church
founded with a mission heart that inspires
memory of The Great Revival of Asbury
University, USA (named after Francis Asbury)
—l am drawn into a spiritual reflection:

What if that Methodist pioneer, sent from
England, elected by the Annual Conference
and commissioned by John Wesley, who
crossed the ocean and spent his life on
horseback preaching the gospel across
America—Francis Asbury (1745-1816), the
first Methodist bishop in America—were to
quietly walk into our church today, together
with our risen and returning Lord Jesus
Christ?

What would he see?

And how would this “Father of American
Methodism,” this “Prophet of the Long
Road,” reflect upon the thirty-year journey
of our church?

1. A Seed Planted Thirty Years Ago
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Thirty years ago, Dunedin Chinese Methodist
Church was but a small Gospel seed sown in this
land—yet it was seen and used by the Lord.

In this historic university city, home to the
University of Otago (founded in 1869), a group
of young Chinese Cultured Students and a few
families arrived with hopes, uncertainties, and
searching hearts. God brought them together to
form this church.

At that time, many of us were unsure about the
future, and even in our faith we were still
exploring. Yet in His quiet and sovereign way,
God began His wonderful work. He sent His
servant, Pastor Grace Lau from Malaysia, across
the seas to shepherd us like a spiritual mother.

Through the faithful teaching and care of
generations of pastors and co-workers, through
authentic fellowship and mutual support, many
lives were touched by the gospel, built up in
truth, and renewed by the Holy Spirit.

I myself, together with many brothers and
sisters, am one of those undeserving yet deeply
blessed recipients of God’s grace.

From a young and uncertain medical student, |
was nurtured in Christ, established in faith, and
even met the life partner and ministry co-
worker whom God had prepared for me—my
wife, Sister Ching Ping. We both give thanks
with full hearts, knowing that this is not
coincidence, but one of the many grace-filled
stories God has written through this church.

2. A Church Built by the Lord—and Sent by the
Lord

Dunedin Chinese Methodist Church has never
merely been a place that “keeps people”—it is
a church that sends people in Christ.

In this university city, students come and go.
After three, five, or more years, they graduate.
Some remain and continue to serve, building up
the church and leading others to Christ. Others
leave, going across New Zealand and even to
the nations.

Yet through this constant movement, God is
accomplishing His greater purpose:

To carry the seeds of the Gospel into wider
fields through generations of disciples who have
been equipped.
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Over the years, we have seen co-workers
respond to God’s call into full-time ministry.
We have also seen many more faithfully serve
in their workplaces, families, churches, and
communities—living out their faith and bearing
witness to Christ.

We thank the Lord for using Dunedin Chinese
Methodist Church—not only as a loving spiritual
family, but as a river of Gospel sending.

3. Built on Truth and Prayer
As Apostle Jude reminds us:

“But you, dear friends, by building
yourselves up in your most holy faith and
praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in
God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal
life.”

Through these thirty years, we have learned
deeply that:

A true spiritual life is built on the Word and
shaped in prayer.

Our prayer life cannot be separated from God’s
Word, and our ministry cannot be separated
from the power of the Holy Spirit. Only in this
way can we truly depend on the Father’s love
and live out lives that love God and love
others.

In a university city marked by diverse ideas and
shifting values—and in today’s digital world—
faith without grounding in truth is easily
diluted, and life without prayer is easily swept
away by the currents of the world.

The testimony of these thirty years teaches us:

True and lasting revival does not lie in outward
excitement, but in a people who are willing to
remain rooted in God’s Word, to pray in the
Holy Spirit, and to remain steadfast in God’s
love.

4. From the Saints of Old to Today: The Fire
Still Burns

To many young people today, figures like
Francis Asbury and Hudson Taylor (1832-1905)
may seem like distant historical names.

Yet their lives are living testimonies of the
gospel.
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Asbury travelled tirelessly across North America,
building a network of churches and bringing the
gospel deep into society. Hudson Taylor crossed
cultures to bring the Gospel into inland China,
responding to misunderstanding and persecution
with Christlike love.

Their lives share a common pattern:
» Prayer in the Holy Spirit
» Faithfulness in suffering for our Lord
» Burning devotion to God’s mission
» Lives that transformed other lives

And this same fire of the Holy Spirit continues to
burn today.

In recent years, the American Universities
Revival that started at Asbury University of
Wesleyan Methodist Tradition in Kentucky has
once again shown us that when young people
and older people all humble themselves,
repent, pray, and seek the Lord wholeheartedly,
God still moves by His own will —renewing lives
and transforming a generation.

This is not a vision too distant from us.

For we too are a people called in a university
city, shaped over time by God’s hand, and given
the opportunity to be used by Him.

The question is:
Are we willing to obey?

5. Holiness and Social Concern: The Methodist
Calling

John Wesley reminded the church:

Faith is not only about personal salvation, but
about transformed lives and transformed
societies.

“The world is my parish” is not only a
missionary vision—it is also a call to
responsibility.

In Dunedin, in New Zealand, and to the ends of
the earth, we face not only students, but also a
growing immigrant population, cultural
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diversity, and deep human longings for meaning
and belonging.

Therefore, the mission of our church is not only
to preach the gospel, but to:

» Live holy lives

» Practice tangible love and care

» Engage the needs of the community
» Become a blessing to the city

This is the holistic Gospel vision of Methodism—
Holiness and Social Concern together.

6. A New Building, A New Calling: 58 Albany
Street

At this 30th anniversary, through the obedience
and sacrificial giving of pastors, co-workers,
and brothers and sisters, God has graciously
provided a new church building at 58 Albany
Street.

What a great grace this is!

This is not merely a well-located building—it is
a lampstand of the Lord.

In the days to come, may this place:

» Be where the lost find direction in
Christ

» Be where the broken experience Lord
Jesus’s redemption and healing

» Be where believers are equipped and
shaped by our Lord

» Be where workers are sent out into the
harvest by God

7. A Hopeful Dream of Glory

Perhaps one day, as night falls over the streets
of Dunedin,

and light shines from the windows of 58 Albany
Street,

and a group of young people are still there—
praying, worshipping, seeking God, loving one
another, and serving the Lord—
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Perhaps the returning Lord Jesus will stand
quietly among them.

And beside Him, with the saints of old,
including Asbury,
he may smile and say:

“This is the church | longed to see—

a people devoted to prayer, loving God and
others,

and committed to the mission.

To the Triune God alone be all glory and
praise.”

Lastly, May the Lord continue to lead and bless
Dunedin Chinese Methodist Church:

* To be rooted in the truth
e To pray in the Holy Spirit
» To live in holiness

» To servein love

Carrying the mission of the gospel,

breaking through barriers of geography,
culture, and language,

proclaiming the truth of Christ’s redemption
and His great love to the ends of the earth.

May this church be the light and salt of this
generation,

bearing witness to the gracious goodness of our
Heavenly Father.

Until that day,

when we gather with all the saints—including
Apostle Jude, John Wesley, Hudson Taylor and
Francis Asbury— at the heavenly banquet,

and rejoice forever in the marvellous salvation
and abundant grace of our Lord.

In our Lord Jesus Christ’s name We pray,
Amen.
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mindedly put it in the pocket of my jacket and
forgot about it.

Some time later, the pressure of study humbled
me and | fell into low mood emotionally. |
happened to find that leaflet, and when | read it
| was moved to tears. | prayed the prayer printed
on it, inviting Jesus Christ into my heart.
Although | had not yet fully understood the
gospel, | was willing to accept and come to know
about the Christian God. That was in 1996.
Afterward | began attending church with brother
Jeffrey. The Dunedin Chinese Methodist Church
had just been established then, with Pastor Lau
ministering. Later, through the Four Spiritual
Laws | came to understand the true gospel more
fully, and | finally truly believed—accepting Jesus
Christ as my personal Savior and Lord. In 1998 |
was baptized in Christchurch on the same day my
two sisters were baptized in Auckland; the three
of us declared our faith through baptism on the
same day.

Whenever | think of Dunedin Chinese Methodist
Church, | am especially grateful, because it was
through the student ministry there that | came to
faith. My experience reminds me of Lydia in the
Bible:

Acts 16:12-15 (ESV)

“And from there they went to Philippi, which is
a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a
Roman colony. We remained in this city some
days. And on the Sabbath day we went outside
the gate to the riverside, where we supposed
there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and
spoke to the women who had come together. One
who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from
the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods,
who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened
her heart to pay attention to what was said by
Paul. And after she was baptized, and her
household, ...”

Just as Paul brought the gospel to Philippi and
the Lord opened Lydia’s heart so that she listened
and believed, many students who came to study
at Otago—especially those in the health sciences
(medical, dental, pharmacy, physiotherapy, and
related fields)—were called, believed, and grew
through the ministry at DCMC. The student
ministry in Dunedin also calls to mind Paul’s
ministry in Corinth:

Acts 18:9-11 (ESV)

“And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision,
“Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not
be silent, for | am with you, and no one will
attack you to harm you, for | have many in this
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city who are my people.” And he stayed a year
and six months, teaching the word of God among
them.”

God indeed has many people in Dunedin. Over
the years, pastors such as Pastor Lau, Rev
Raymond Mok, Rev Adrain King, and Rev
Jeremiah Huang have labored in harvest and
shepherding, leading many university students
to faith and maturity. Those students have since
become doctors, dentists, pharmacists, and
other professionals; many have moved to other
cities or countries, yet they continue to serve
the Lord, preach the gospel, and carry the
blessings they received in Dunedin to others in
other places. They have become channels and
vessels of God’s grace, extending the gospel’s
reach.

Paul’s words to the Corinthians also resonate
with the work done in Dunedin, a wide door for
effective work opening to us:

1 Corinthians 16:5-9 (ESV)

“I will visit you after | go through Macedonia,
for | intend to pass through Macedonia, and
perhaps | will stay with you or even spend the
winter, that you may send me on my journey
wherever | go. For | do not want to see you now
just in passing. | hope to spend some time with
you, if the Lord permits. But | will stay in
Ephesus until Pentecost, for a wide door for
effective work has opened to me, ...”

It has now been thirty years since | came to
faith, and it is also the thirtieth anniversary of
Dunedin Chinese Methodist Church. | believe the
fruit the Lord has produced here has multiplied
thirtyfold, sixtyfold, even a hundredfold:

Mark 4:8 (ESV)

“And other seeds fell into good soil and
produced grain, growing up and increasing and

vielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a
hundredfold.”
The congregation’s early theme—“rooting

downward, bearing fruit upward” (2 Kings
19:30; Isaiah 37:31)—remains a fitting prayer for
the future. May DCMC continue to lead the next
generations to root even more deeply in God’s
Word downward and to bear even more
abundant fruits upward. May all glory be given to
the God who loves us: the Father, the Son (Jesus
Christ), and the Holy Spirit.
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LRI, L HEF. Originally in Chinese; translated into English

To the pastors, deacons, co-workers, and
beloved brothers and sisters of the
Dunedin Chinese Methodist Church:

On the important occasion DCMC’s 30th
anniversary, | extend my most sincere
congratulations with a heart full of gratitude and

Joy.

Thirty years mark a journey overflowing with
God’s grace, bearing witness to His faithful
guidance and abundant blessings. This is not
merely the accumulation of time, but the
layering of grace—from the initial gathering of
just a few brothers and sisters in unity, to
becoming a spiritual family today; from renting
temporary meeting places to now having a
church of your own; from the hardships of
pioneering to the firm foundation you stand on
today. Every step has borne the marks of the
Lord’s grace. Along the way, there have been
tears sown in labor and joy reaped in harvest. As
the Psalmist says: “You crown the year with your
bounty, and your paths overflow with
abundance.” (Psalm 65:11)

Here, | would like to express my deepest respect
to every member who has faithfully served in the
church over the years—especially those who
have long resided in Dunedin: the family of Tang
Kie Sing, the family of Alex Lo, the family of
Lawrence Ling, as well as deacons and leaders
from China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Malaysia,
Singapore, and Australia (my apologies for not
naming everyone due to limited knowledge). You
are indispensable pages in these thirty years of
history, the builders and guardians of this
spiritual home. Whether you are pastors,
translators, Sunday school teachers, worship
team members, choir members, sound
technicians, ushers, drivers, those preparing
meals in the kitchen, those opening your homes
to warmly host brothers, sisters, and visitors,
those faithfully interceding in prayer meetings,
or fellowship and Bible study group leaders—
your service is precious in the eyes of our
Heavenly Father. Though the fruit of your labor
may not always be immediately visible, and the
tears of watering may not bring instant harvest,
“your labor in the Lord is not in vain” (1
Corinthians 15:58). It is your faithful dedication
that has made Xuan’en Church a place filled with
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the Lord’s love and life—a church that is not
merely a building, but a “home.”

The 30th anniversary is both a milestone of
thanksgiving and a new starting point for the
journey ahead. Facing future challenges and
opportunities, may the brothers and sisters of
DCMC continue to be rooted in the truth, to
build one another up in the life of the body,
and to witness and proclaim Christ within the
Dunedin community. The road ahead may still
hold uncertainties, but the God we rely on is
the One who “makes a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland.” Having led
you through the past thirty years, He will
surely lead DCMC into an even more abundant
future!

Heartfelt congratulations on the 30th
anniversary of DCMC! May God’s grace and
steadfast love be with this family for
generations to come.

& X145 Michael Tio
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PRI, L HHEF. Originally in Chinese; translated into English

K=+ F-REBaYBPEPD
Thirty Years: A Journey of Grace
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Thirty years is more than a number;
it is grace in every step.

In the beginning,

we were mostly students with backpacks,
full of youth and uncertainties,

yet carrying sincere, seeking hearts.

In those early days, we had very little,
no firm foundation,

no abundant resources,

and no clear vision of the road ahead.

But You, were never absent.

You never let us lack financially,

nor did You leave us to shepherd alone;

from what seemed like the smallest beginning,
You had already prepared all things.

Students graduated one after another,
yet they did not leave,
instead, they chose to stay.

From that moment,
we became more than a temporary gathering,
and began, little by little, to take root.

Together they carried the burden,
offered their lives,
and walked forward in faith, step by step.

It was only then,

that we had the ability to purchase a place of our
own,

and our once-wandering steps,

gradually became “home.”

From a group of students,

we slowly became families;

from renting,

we moved step by step into a place that belonged
to us.

In those years,

we prayed together, raised funds together, and
wept together;

we also laughed together, witnessed together,
and grew together.

Every brick,

holds the warmth of prayer;
every inch of ground,

bears the footprints of faith.

We have walked through storms;

we have gone through valleys;

there were moments of unease and struggle,
and times when we could not see the road
ahead.

But looking back now,

Those footprints,

were never just ours,

they are signs of You,

carrying us on Your shoulders again and again.

What appeared to be our perseverance,

was Your sustaining hand;

the turning points we saw as incidental,

were in fact Your grace unfolding before we
knew.

In the thirty years,

we progressed from “a gathering of students”
to “creation of a home”;

from “a humble beginning”,

to a living “testimony of grace.”

Today, we stand here,
not to boast in our own efforts,
but to bow before Your faithfulness.

DCMC, thirty years,

is not the end,

but the beginning of another chapter filled
with grace.

May the steps ahead,

continue to follow Your leading;

may more families and more lives,

be built up, healed, and sent out from here.

For we deeply know -

Throughout this journey,

it was never us holding things together,
but You,

carrying us all along,

bringing us to this day.
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Journey of Faith :

The establishment of Queenstown Church

LRI, L HAEF. Originally in Chinese; translated into English
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At the end of 2017, Brother He Yu told me about
a sister who had moved from Wellington to
Queenstown for work, yet there were no
Chinese churches there. Although some Chinese
Christians gathered in an English fellowship ran
by a local Presbyterian church, many still longed
for a spiritual fellowship where they could
connect more deeply in their own language.

At that time, brother He Yu invited me to visit
Queenstown to see the situation firsthand, and
he even offered to travel from Wellington to
introduce me to the local brothers and sisters.
It was his passion for God’s mission that moved
me to go. During that trip, | joined Ryan and his
wife, Sunny, and Ruth for a prayer meeting. We
also helped organize a Lantern Festival
gathering where more than twenty people
attended. Through these, | began to see both
the need for pastoral care among believers and
the many Chinese working holidaymakers who
were open to hearing the gospel.

Still, occasional visits are very different from
long-term ministry and gospel work. At the
time, | was serving full-time in Dunedin, brother
He Yu was in Wellington, and Ryan and his wife
were committed to a local English Presbyterian
church. With only a few co-workers scattered
across different cities, it seemed almost
impossible to establish a stable Chinese church.

Yet God works in wondrous ways. When Pastor
Henry Wong from Tauranga heard about the
need, he was willing to join this church-planting
effort. Not long after, Lawrence and Natalie also
came on board. Together, we began traveling to
Queenstown in turns, leading gatherings and
prayer meetings. The effort, time, and sacrifice
involved are beyond words, but we trust that
the Lord remembers each one.

At the same time, we came to realize how
important it was to have the support of local
brothers and sisters. In the beginning, we didn’t



SRR af, RNELRZIKLE, Z4 V%
B VIR & S X F, X FKiE % R A
AL, A2dn, BMNEABEZHRELY
W, REEZREIAEAL L TR KM,
H— RAVERF A W& KA Y A holiday
park Smotel 4§ /T R4, B RUGHIHK Y
Jason$ LB FRREEFRK. &
&, 201845200 A A Y £H, WRA
AERGEERAERKREIR, RNAEMRAY
St Peterw @)%, EXFHT 2540
B %

R— RABAINBF . BT RAEEHY
Bt 550 4%, mAX— R
WEREH, GHPIETAERLE IS
PNy R

B 2 GAK AR ETRE, TREAR
R F IR EAAEGRT, 2
WJE kE NIE—HF: XRHEGE L,
FAEE KAV A LB E TRFR, LR
R H ARV LI M F) A 25 R B,
mRER T EFROEFTEHEE, FELL,
EMEaHAHIL, LE@tiF S HAAE,
EEZHARFOEK. R, LFegF4
KIEAE RAT, AR KAV AR T A7 A ATAT,
TERIL, REFCAI S,
XA F, LSRR EMT %
Ao BERMIIFEZF A, 4k
Man 5 Evelyn X 4a. Peter 5 /) k& & da 47 3|
EMEF;, TRMNBTIRAHNEEHAKAK
I 5 M B U IR BT, AFETAE T EF A
) 5Maggie)f £, M E AT HZNE
L, HERHBE, T ELTRGAKLEZ
12 3w, Leos A A. #. Amber,
Jessie. Kevin, AR REE5 KMk K42
5B U IR I S NIXANBEIR, SRR F A
Bl AH R FRERM HFERA

FAT, RAMR AR ZE T — AL AKA,
faipdp BAFHA), B2EHELT —NE
RO RRE. EAE, XEEH RMUE K

even have a regular meeting place. | had even
considered holding gatherings at McDonald’s. Yet
each time, God provided in unexpected ways.
We met in holiday parks and motel living rooms,
and later, sister Winsome and brother Jason
opened their homes to host us. Then on May 20,
2018, Pentecost Sunday, we officially began
Sunday worship in a rented hall at St Peter’s
Church, led by Reverand King from Christchurch.

That day was especially moving for me.
Pentecost marks the birth of the New Testament
church and the spread of the gospel. Beginning
our Sunday service on that very day felt like a
quiet confirmation that God Himself was
establishing His church in Queenstown.

Looking back on the early days of the
Queenstown church, it is not only to remember
the co-workers who laboured quietly, but also to
bear witness to those who come after this church
was not established because we had sufficient
manpower or resources, nor because we, as
visiting co-workers, had special experience or
gifts. It was entirely by God’s protection and
provision. In truth, each of us had our struggles,
and we faced many challenges, even moments
when we felt like giving up. Yet God’s hand
upheld us, enabling us to press on through
uncertainty, walking not by sight but by faith
to where we are today.

Throughout this journey, God revealed His
wonderful works time and again. When we
felt a lack of co-workers, He brought along
brother Man and sister Evelyn, as well as
Peter and his wife Nakita. When we
recognized the need for long-term pastoral
care, God prepared Pastor Wong and his
wife, Maggie. Through their dedication and
service, the church gradually became more
established, and the number of those coming
to faith and being baptized steadily
increased. Brothers and sisters such as Leo,
Yueyue, Jing, Amber, Jessie, Kevin, as well
as uncle Song and his wife, joined this
community one after another, often
preparing food and welcoming others at
Saturday fellowship gatherings.

In the beginning, we simply hoped to
establish a Chinese church. By His grace,
God gave us something more - a spiritual
family in Queenstown. | believe this journey
has not only left a beautiful testimony in my
own life but has also become a shared
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Yet God’s hand upheld us, enabling us to press on through
uncertainty, walking not by sight but by faith to where we are today.
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testimony for everyone who have walked
this path together.

Here, | offer my heartfelt blessing and
gratitude to every person who has been part
of this journey. May this path of faith not
only bind us together but also draw us ever
closer to the Lord and His love. And as we
move forward, may we keep walking
faithfully, not by sight, but by faith.
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Queenstown Mission

AR X, I AHEF. Originally in Chinese; translated into English
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| am grateful and honoured to witness the
30% anniversary of DCMC, as we come together
to count the many blessings and grace of God.

In upholding its commitment to the mission
of the gospel, DCMC established the
Queenstown mission centre in 2018, and
commenced regular worship services. In the
early stages, gatherings were held in the
homes of various brothers and sisters, and
subsequently at Pastor Henry’s home for
fellowship meetings and small group
gatherings. By the abundant grace of the Lord,
we now have a fixed worship venue. This
journey is indeed a testimony to God’s grace.

Our family of four began serving at the
Queenstown mission centre in October 2024.
We give thanks to the Lord that at that time
there were seven faithful co-workers serving
together in the various church’s ministries.
They serve in worship as service leaders, song
leaders, and pianists, while also shepherding as
fellowship group leaders. May the Lord
remember their labour and grant them
renewed strength.

Following careful observations,
consultations, and meetings, the time for the
worship service was set at Saturdays at 7pm.
This adjustment was made after taking into
consideration the work schedules of the
brothers and sisters as well as the availability
of the rented venue. Following this, the
congregation number increased. It is important
that brothers and sisters can come together to
worship and serve God regularly. We thank the
Lord for His guidance and provision.

At the same time, children’s fellowship was
also established. Reverand Yang’s wife and a
young brother serve together in this children
ministry. This has been a great support to the
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parents who can now worship peacefully and
attentively, while their children are given the
opportunity to worship God and be nurtured in
His Word.

Every Tuesday at 4pm and Thursday at 7pm
we have Bible study groups, focusing on the Old
and the New Testament, respectively. We hope
that brothers and sisters will become rooted in
God’s word, continue to immerse in God’s word,
and have their lives renewed through His Word.

At the same time, we continue to actively
engage in evangelistic ministry. Monthly sports
gatherings are organised where people can
come together to play games. At each gathering
we are joined by new friends, and some of them
continue to attend our gatherings. Through
these gatherings we can share the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus with them.

During major festivities each year, we also
organize large evangelistic gatherings, including
Chinese New Year in February, Easter in April,
Parents’ Day in June, Mid-Autumn Festival in
August and Christmas in December. Each
gathering begins with a potluck meal, followed
by games, hymn singing, message sharing, an
invitation to faith, and finally fellowship over
refreshments. Whenever new friends come to
faith, we support them with new believer
discipleship so that they may grow to know
Christ more deeply. We have also begun
conducting the Chinese Alpha Training as part of
our outreach effort including visits to the
construction workers’ dormitories to share the
Gospel with them.

Over the past year, nine brothers and
sisters have been baptized and became
members of the church, and a further fourteen
brothers and sisters have also become
members. We pray that they remain steadfast in
their faith in the Lord, follow Him closely
throughout their lives, and serve the church
faithfully.

Queenstown, being a tourist city,
receives many visitors, including many Chinese-
speaking travellers. This provides a wonderful
opportunity to share the Gospel. However, the
transient nature of the population poses a
challenge with many newcomers leaving after a
short period. Many brothers and sisters also
work in the tourism industry, which makes
regular participation in  worship quite
challenging. Nevertheless, the mission centre
remains committed to proclaiming the Gospel
to the many people who come to this beautiful
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city, so that they not only behold its beautiful
scenery but also come to know the Lord Jesus
Christ, who loves them.

Please continue to pray for the
Queenstown mission centre:

1. Pray that every brother and sister
will be willing to set apart time to
attend the Saturday 7:00 pm worship
service, as well as the Bible study
groups on Tuesday at 4:00 pm or
Friday at 7:00 pm. May they
consecrate their time unto the Lord,
and grow in a deeper understanding
of God’s Word, so that their spiritual
lives may be strengthened and
flourish.

2. Pray also that the Lord will
encourage brothers and sisters to
rely on Him, to be strong and
courageous, and to diligently share
the Gospel with those around them.
May our Lord Jesus use the mission
centre as a channel for the Gospel in
Queenstown, that many more may
become His disciples.

May the Lord guide the path ahead for the
Queenstown mission centre, and may His will be
accomplished.

T 20245 Mooncake Festival 2024
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Prayer Items:

Pray that the Lord will move and send brothers
and sisters to become workers for the harvest.
Pray that the Lord will use the Queenstown

Evangelism Station as an outlet for the Gospel.

Pray for every Sunday’s speakers and all serving
co-workers, that the Lord will strengthen them
and enable them to serve with joy.

Pray that brothers and sisters will be willing to
eagerly and wholeheartedly receive the Lord’s
Word.

Pray that the children in the Children’s
Fellowship will understand the teachings of the
Bible and apply them in their daily lives.

Pray that the Lord will give the group leaders
extra strength and love so they may care for
each group member attentively.

Pray for every brother and sister, that they will
be willing to arrange their time to participate in
fellowship and worship.

Pray that the Lord Jesus will touch the hearts of
new friends, so they will be willing to accept
the Gospel and believe in the Lord as their
Savior.

%52024 Spring Festival 2024
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In preparation to be sent — Testimony of the Dunedin
Chinese Methodist Church (DCMC) Building Purchase
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“And my God will supply every need of yours
according to his riches in glory in Christ
Jesus.” (Philippians 4:19)

Looking back on nearly thirty years of DCMC,
we realize that this journey could not have
been accomplished by human efforts alone.
It has been a journey of faith, and with each
step we experienced God’s gracious
guidance.

Thirty years ago, God moved Pastor Joel Siew
to establish DCMC in Dunedin. God gave him
a clear vision: to focus on university
students, equipping disciples through God’s
Word and nurturing them to become
followers of Christ during their brief
university years. Over the years, many
students from DCMC have gone on to become
leaders and pastors in churches across New
Zealand and around the world. This did not
happen by chance. It is God’s work
accomplished through His hand.

As a student-centred church, our resources
have never been abundant and, in fact, have
often been limited. Yet time and again, God
has shown His miraculous provision. From
purchasing a pastor’s residence in Pinehill in
2006, establishing our first gathering venue in
Ravensbourne in 2007, to acquiring 500 Great
King Street in 2010. Although we were not the
highest bidder at the time, God faithfully
allowed us to secure the property. Even more
remarkably, by our fifteenth anniversary, the
church had fully repaid all loans. This is an
unimaginable grace for a student church.
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As our congregation grew, the church
structure gradually evolved. More young
families with children joined. The original
venue became insufficient. Children had to
cross busy streets to attend Sunday School in
borrowed university classrooms, which was
both inconvenient and unsafe. At the same
time, the church was moving toward being
bilingual, making the need for adequate
space and functional facilities even more
urgent.

Thus, we set out again to find a new church
location.

The journey was not easy. As early as 2020,
we attempted to purchase the neighbouring
property (514 Great King Street). But we
were unsuccessful, and it was acquired by a
developer. In the following vyears, we
explored at least five or six other properties
and submitted multiple offers, but none
came to fruition. Through this period of
waiting and trying, we learnt to look to God
and trust that He would prepare the right
opportunity.

By 2024, a seeming “opportunity” arose. The
owner of 514 Great King Street approached
us. Yet their asking price was far above what
we had offered years ago, leaving us to
weigh reality against faith. At this same

time, 58 Albany Street came onto the
market.
At first, we almost considered it an

“impossible choice.” The property faces the
university’s Central library. It was in a prime
location that, from a human perspective,
seemed unattainable. Yet God’s ways often
surpass human judgment. We later learned
that its price range was similar to our
previous offer for 514, and in many other
ways, it was even more suitable.

At this critical stage, the deacons met
repeatedly, discussing and praying earnestly
for God’s will. Though there were differing
opinions and tension, we continued learning
to let the Lord be the head of the church. In
faith, we finally submitted an offer.
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On the way to the 2025 annual conference
in Christchurch, we received the news—the
owner had accepted our offer. Our hearts
were filled with gratitude, and we

immediately shared the joy with pastors
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and church members present. Many former
DCMC members expressed support on the
spot, and numerous churches offered
financial support.

Within just two weeks, we needed to
finalize the loan conditions. This was a
daunting task. Yet God made a way: the
bank loan was approved, and brothers,
sisters, and other churches generously
provided interest-free support. On March
31, 2025, we successfully completed the
contract.

During council consents and renovation
efforts, we faced many challenges, yet
each obstacle was met with solutions time
and again. In October 2025, renovations
began in earnest, and the first phase was
mostly completed. By February 1, 2026, we
held our first Sunday service in the new
sanctuary. Though some work is still in
progress, we are now able to worship
together in the place God has prepared.

From a human perspective, the journey
seemed full of “the impossibles”: limited
resources, fierce competition, missed
opportunities, financial pressure.... Yet God
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has guided us step by step, just as He has in
the past, remaining faithful today.

As DCMC celebrates its 30th anniversary,
standing at 58 Albany Street, we can only
say all of this is by His grace.

Looking ahead, we are more certain than
ever that God’s mission for DCMC has not
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changed - “Deny oneself to follow Lord
Jesus and love one another as disciples.”
We will continue to focus on university
students, faithfully teaching God’s Word,
and nurturing generations of disciples
grounded in the truth. We hope to see more
students come to know the Lord, have their
lives established, and be equipped during
their short university years to be sent out as
blessings to churches across New Zealand
and the world. DCMC is not only a place to
gather but also a place to sent, continually
sending workers into God’s harvest field.

We also recognize that challenges lie
ahead. The second phase of renovations is
still ongoing, and the significant loan
burden remains real. Yet, looking back on
God’s guidance, we choose to move forward
in faith, trusting that the Lord, who has led
us all along, is Jehovah Jireh —the God who
will provide all our needs in His timing and
way.

69



5 IR A 4 AR B A, o et 8 B )
55 XER—WEE,

EEIRNEEL THIAALAESXRFL,
T AR R T H, R FidH LM
5E&MIER . BRERMNAZX K FSE
AEF G, EEERTF ] TRMAE IR
BR, EALARZPAE 269174, JLIEAL
BAE A, 1A BT A R AR

& —3 RAR VA 457 o

70

If the Lord moves you to learn more or
participate in this ministry, whether through
prayer or financial support, please reach out
to us through the church website. May we
respond together to God’s call in this
generation, learning to deny ourselves to
follow Jesus, loving one another as His
disciples, and witnessing His work so that His
name is glorified.

May all glory be to God.

58 Albany
Street
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DCMC - a unique place to be rooted with Truth,
to serve God, to be discipled and to proclaim

God’s grace.

FXAHR L, P X AHF. Originally in English; translated into Chinese
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Praise the Lord, DCMC is 30 years old. Happy
30* Anniversary. Come to think about it, | have
been in Dunedin for almost an equivalent
amount of time. | still remember | was invited
by a friend, Michael to DCMC for the very first
Sunday Service back in 1996, hearing Reverend
Siew preached for the first time. | must admit,
| have never heard a pastor who can preach in
such a simplistic way and yet, the gospel
message is so strong and striking. Rev. Siew also
shared his message in such a humorous way
that you will definitely remember his sermon
for a long time. Who can ever forget his
amazing “Zero Zero” song?

DCMC is special to me. It is not your typical
church. It is grounded to the Word of God, the
Bible. Well, most churches say that, don’t
they? But | can vouch for that DCMC is actually
doing it. | still remember when Rev. Adrain King
first came to DCMC, he shared with me that he
was going to start his pulpit ministry with the
Gospel of John, in an expository preaching
style. | was quite excited by this as | like this
type of preaching. After the first Sunday
Service, he only touched on the very first verse.
| thought to myself, “Oh boy, it’s gonna be a
long journey.” It took him 3 years to finish the
Gospel of John, week in week out. In those
three years, | can tell you through the sermons,
my spiritual life grew, my pre-assumed
knowledge of God changed, my faith was
strengthened, | understand more of the Divinity
of Christ, and many theological questions
answered. My faith is built on the Word rather
than someone’s opinion. Praise the Lord, it is
absolutely important to ground your faith with
the correct Biblical exegesis.
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Apart from the sermon, the Disciple Making
Ministry at DCMC also helped me to understand
the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus Christ.
With the Navigators Disciple Making system, we
don’t just equip with the Word, but we also
have the opportunities to apply it in our daily
lives. From going to the university campus to
share the gospel, memorising Bible verses with
the Topical Memory System (TMS), praying
together in small groups, learning how to do our
own devotion (quiet time), and leading Bible
study, these are all part of the Disciple Making
Ministry here at DCMC.

It is all God’s grace and guidance that | came to
DCMC 20 years ago. Even though | grew up in a
Chinese church back in my hometown, Kota
Kinabalu in Malaysia, | attended an English
church while | was at university here. The
reason, well, to “improve my English”. Perhaps
the real reason is to take a break from serving
in church. Then, | was given a “lecture” by my
uncle, who came to visit me here in Dunedin
that | should serve the Lord in a Chinese church.
Why did he say that? Seems to me not that
logical. “As a Chinese, you should be serving in
a Chinese Church. It gives you a good
opportunity to share the Gospel to the Chinese
speaking students. Don’t waste your spiritual
gift by not serving the Lord. It is Christ’s
command that you should serve and not be
served. Lastly, the Great Commission!!!” Ok!
Ok! Point taken. So, | decided to ring up my
friend Michael, asked him where DCMC was. The
rest is history. From then on, my wife and my
children, accepted Christ at DCMC, being
equipped here and we are now serving the Lord
as a family. Thank you Lord.

When Rev. Jeremiah Huang started his pastoral
ministry here in 2016, he saw the need of
serving the English-speaking Asian students and
also the children who were born here in New
Zealand. He began with the translation of
sermon into English during Sunday service,
English bible study cell group, and eventually
change the church ministry into bilingual. He
said to me, “We need to use the most effective
language to equip, educate and share the
Gospel to our congregation. Language should
not be a barrier for someone to know Christ.”
Even thought it felt strange at first, we have
always been a Chinese church and now, with the
introduction of English into the mix, some
people were confused, others have doubts this
may not last long. But | felt it is necessary for
the benefit of our English-speaking brothers and
sisters to understand the Truth and the Gospel.
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Praise the Lord, we are now a bilingual church,
serving quite a number of second-generation
Chinese youth who came from other parts of
New Zealand, and others whose English is their
preferred language. | am now involved in leading
Bible study in the English Youth Group. Could it
be that was part of God’s plan all along when He
led me to “learn English” when | attended an
English church during my university time?

| currently serve as a Youth Advisor to the Youth
Committee. | am also a mentor in leading the
Youth group bible study for many years. In this
ministry, you are truly involved in equipping
them with sound biblical doctrine of our faith,
leading them to Christ, and trying to encourage
them to go out there to share our faith with the
people around them. Of all the students who
have gone through this disciple making ministry
over the years, it is pleasing to see a lot of them
are now church leaders and even pastors. Praise
the Lord.

As | said before, DCMC is a unique church. It has
a group of committed church leaders, together
with our pastor, who love the Lord and love the
church. It is not a big church, but | would say it
certainly punches above its weight. Even though
we have limited resources, limited people
serving, at times church leaders are feeling
exhausted for involving in too many ministries,
we understand the core purpose God set up this
little church in Dunedin. We have seen the
impact and results of the students who have
been through the discipleship program here. This
further motivates us to continue the mission to
equip brothers and sisters with biblical truth, to
share the gospels to newcomers who set foot in
this church, to proclaim God’s grace, to follow
Christ faithfully and love one another inside and
outside of DCMC. May this mission continue to be
lit like a burning touch, be passed down to
future generation and to the many more 30"
anniversaries to come. May all the glory be to
God, forever and ever. Amen.
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| Reunion and True Light
The Mid-Autumn Festival is one of the most
cherished traditional celebrations in Chinese
culture—a time for family reunion, gratitude,
and remembrance. As the full moon shines
brightly in the night sky, we are reminded to
seek the true fullness and peace of life.
This year, Dunedin Chinese Methodist Church
celebrated the festival by hosting a Mid-
Autumn Gospel Music Night on 27
September 2025 at the University of Otago
Castle 1 Theatre.
With the theme, “From Full Moon to Full
Heart — A Night to Encounter the True
Light,” friends were invited to experience
the warmth and joy of fellowship, and to
know Jesus Christ, the Light of the world.

£ A Joyful Beginning

The evening began with a fun session of
lantern riddles, where everyone—members
and new friends alike—joined in with laughter
and excitement. Prizes were given to those
who answered correctly, creating a cheerful
atmosphere.

This was followed by a time of worship and
praise. The church choir led the congregation
in singing four gospel songs, preparing hearts
to receive the message of God’s Word.

The Gospel Message — The True Light
Rev. Huang Da shared a touching message
titled “The True Light.” He reminded the
audience that while the full moon symbolizes
completeness and reunion, true fulfilment
can only be found in Jesus Christ. He is the
Light of the World who shines into our
darkness and leads us home to the Father’s
embrace.
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= Fellowship in Christ

Praise God for His abundant grace! The event
was attended by 132 people, including 65
newcomers, most of whom were Chinese
families, students, and friends.

After the program, everyone enjoyed
mooncakes and refreshments together, sharing
laughter and warm fellowship in a spirit of joy
and connection.

1 Unity in Service

We give thanks to God for the unity and joyful
service of all who participated—

those who invited friends, baked mooncakes,
sang in the choir, managed the sound and setup,
welcomed guests, and prayed faithfully behind
the scenes.

Each act of service was a testimony of love,
reflecting the beauty of unity in Christ.

“For we are co-workers in God’s service.” — 1
Corinthians 3:9

All glory be to God! On this full-moon night, He
brought us together and allowed us to
encounter the True Light—our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.

“Bright Moonlight”
On every Mid-Autumn night,
we gaze upon the shining moon,
thinking of loved ones far away,
longing for reunion and peace.
Yet on this earthly journey,
our Lord has already prepared a better home—
a heavenly home with no tears, no goodbyes.
He is the Light, the Way, and Eternal Love,
guiding our steps and leading us safely home.

Gave them His Son

so that those who believe

(Words) & & (Music): John Lee
CCLI #616285
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This year marks the 30th anniversary of
Dunedin Chinese Methodist Church (DCMC). As
we look back over the past years, our hearts
are filled with gratitude. We clearly see God’s
wonderful guidance and have experienced the
greatness of His faithfulness. His grace has
always been sufficient for us, and often far
beyond what we could ask or imagine.

Throughout this thirty-year journey, we have
encountered many needs and challenges. Yet
it was precisely in the midst of these needs
that we experienced, time and again God’s
abundant provision and marvelous grace.
Looking back, we know that every step has
been sustained by the gracious hand of the
Lord.

1. Spiritual Needs — Strengthened by the
Word

DCMC is a church where the majority of the
congregation are students. They came from all
over the world to Dunedin to pursue their
studies. Many who attended the church were
young believers who have not yet established
a strong foundation in their faith.

God has given us a clear mission: “Evangelize,
disciple, and send workers.”

Therefore, DCMC has always placed great
emphasis on biblical teaching and discipleship
training. Through weekly Bible studies, cell
group gatherings, and Sunday sermons, we
helped students take root in God’s Word.
Although the church did not have a large
number of activities, we remain focused on
Scripture because we firmly believe that only
God’s Word can strengthen hearts and
transform lives.

We thank God that many students have a deep
hunger for His Word. They actively
participated in weekly small group Bible
studies, studying the Scriptures together and
pursuing the truth. Even during exam periods,
many still faithfully attended Bible study
gatherings, which greatly encouraged us.
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Over the past thirty years, we have witnessed
many students come to faith, grow spiritually,
and be equipped here. After graduation, they
leave Dunedin and continue serving in churches
around the world, becoming vessels used by the
Lord. Among them, quite a number have also
been called by God into full-time ministry as
pastors or missionaries.

This is our response to the Great Commission
entrusted to us by our Lord Jesus Christ:
“Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations.” (Matthew 28:19)

2. The Need for Workers — Experiencing
God’s Grace In Serving Together

In the early years, manpower in DCMC was very
limited. Twenty-three years ago, the church
consisted of almost only our family, along with
a few young people who stayed behind after
graduation to continue serving, such as Stuart,
Charles, Rachel, Michael and Yii Sen. At that
time, most of the congregation were students.

In the second year, Pastor Tiong Cheong Lai and
his family joined the ministry team, which
brought tremendous encouragement and
support to the church.

With so few co-workers, church leaders often
had to serve in multiple roles. In addition to
Sunday services, they led Bible studies, opened
their homes to welcome students, and cared
for the young people. Although the ministry was
busy, in every act of service we deeply
experienced how sufficient God’s grace truly is.

We thank God that brothers and sisters were
willing to offer themselves wholeheartedly,
supporting one another and serving the Lord
together even with limited resources.

Now, thirty years later, DCMC continues to
maintain this spirit of service. We see a new
generation of brothers and sisters gradually
taking up the vision and willingly committing
themselves to serve. This is a beautiful
testimony of how God continues to work among
us.

Each year, when we send off graduating
students, there is always a sense of reluctance
in our hearts. Yet God broadens our perspective
and reminds us that it is more blessed to give
than to receive. These departing students
continue serving in different churches and
become a blessing to others, which is a
testimony to the ongoing expansion of God’s
kingdom.
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3. Financial Needs -
Provision Through Faith

Experiencing God’s

DCMC first began gathering in a rented venue at
All Saints Church. In the beginning, we did not
even have the down payment to purchase a
pastor’s house, and we had to travel to Malaysia
to raise funds.

During the development of the church, DCMC
relocated four times, until finally arriving at our
present building at 58 Albany Street. Behind
every change and transition, we clearly see
God’s wonderful provision and guidance.

Throughout these thirty years, God has never
allowed us to lack what we needed. In the early
days of the church, brothers and sisters lived
very simply. Even photocopying hymn sheets was
done in the most economical way possible. Yet in
those modest days, we truly experienced the
faithfulness of God.

Whenever we stepped forward in faith, God
always provided the right grace at the right time.

As Scripture says: “And my God will meet all your
needs according to the riches of His glory in
Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:19)

4. Thanksgiving and Looking Ahead — Passing
on the Faith, Giving Glory to God

Looking back, we know deeply that everything
DCMC has experienced is not the work of man.
We are but unworthy sinners, yet God has
graciously allowed us to work with Him and
participate in building His church. This is truly an
immense grace.

Every step of growth in DCMC bears witness to
the guiding hand of God.

Thirty years have now passed. Although the
church congregation has gradually grown and our
places of worship have become larger over time,
we pray that the Lord will continue to grant us
the same first love, faith, and hunger for His
Word. May we never become complacent or
boastful, but remain faithful in the teaching of
God’s Word and always let Jesus Christ be the
Head of this church.

As we count the Lord’s blessings, may we also
encourage the next generation of believers to
carry forward the torch of faith. May DCMC be a
church that is faithful, united, and glorifying the
Lord’s name, shining as salt and light in Dunedin
and even beyond.

May all glory and praise be given to the one true
God, forever and ever.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It is with profound joy that we celebrate
the 30th anniversary of the Dunedin
Chinese Methodist Church (DCMC).
Thirty years is a testament to God’s
unwavering faithfulness, a journey
marked by His guidance, provision, and
the enduring love He has poured into out
church. As we look back, our hearts are
filled with gratitude for the foundations
laid by those who came before us, and
we give all glory to God for every
blessing bestowed upon this spiritual
home since its inception in 1996.

On a personal note, my journey with this
church began in 2022. Since arriving in
Dunedin, | have been deeply moved by
the palpable passion this congregation
holds for God’s Word. Witnessing the
commitment to authentic discipleship
has not only encouraged my own faith
but has shown me what it means to be a
community that truly seeks after God’s
heart.

This spirit of discipleship is the very
heartbeat of our church vision: "To make
disciples for Christ." It is a mission that
transcends generations, and it is
especially vibrant within our Young
Family Fellowship, which is now entering
its third year of journeying together.

In the fellowship, we see ourselves as a

community growing side-by-side. We

recognize that our primary calling is to
be faithful stewards of the lives God has
entrusted to us.

Our mission within our homes mirrors

our mission within the church:

e Passing on the Faith: We are
committed to ensuring that the flame
of faith ignited 30 years ago
continues to burn brightly in the
hearts of our children.

e Intentional Discipleship: We strive to
raise "God-fearing and loving kids"
who do not just know about Jesus but
truly know Him as their Savior.

e Mutual Support: As young parents,
we navigate the challenges of
modern life by leaning on one
another, rooted in the shared goal of
building Christ-centered
households.

Looking forward, as we celebrate this
milestone, let us recommit ourselves to
the vision of making disciples. May our
young families continue to be a place
where the next generation discovers the
beauty of the Gospel, and may our
church remain a beacon of light in
Dunedin for many decades to come.

Thank you, DCMC, for being a family
that nurtures, challenges, and loves.
May God continue to bless us as we grow
together in His grace.
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¢ #BEX Joshua Tang

Q: What year did you first come to DCMC? How
old were you at the time?

A: | came in 2003, and | was exactly 15 years old
that year. | had just arrived from Malaysia to study
in Dunedin, and everything felt very foreign to me.
Unexpectedly, the moment | stepped into DCMC, |
felt a warm sense of “coming home.”

Q: Looking back at DCMC in those early days,
what was the church like? How was the overall
situation?

A: At that time, we were still renting the All Saints
Anglican Church hall. The space wasn’t very big,
but every gathering was full of life and energy. The
vast majority of the brothers and sisters were
university students, with very few families.
Everyone was around the same age, so the
atmosphere felt like one big family.

Since there wasn’t a dedicated Junior Youth group
yet, | joined the Youth Fellowship directly. Most
people in the group were university students, so as
the “little brother,” | was not excluded at all.
Instead, everyone treated me with love and care
like older siblings.

| remember the first time | attended a small group
meeting. Everyone sat in a circle to share, sing
hymns, and study the Bible. Even though | was
much younger, they always listened patiently and
encouraged me. That feeling of being accepted
made me fall in love with the church very quickly.

One very obvious characteristic of DCMC is its high
“turnover”. Many people come to Dunedin to study
at the University of Otago for 3-5 years, and after
graduation they move to Auckland, Christchurch, or
even return home or go to Australia for work. Over
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the years, I’ve grown used to seeing new students
arrive each year, only to watch batches of
graduates leave. Although it’s a bit sad, it also
witnesses how God works powerfully in people’s
lives even in a short period of time.

Q: What left the deepest impression on you
about the church back then? How did it help your
spiritual life?

A: The deepest impression was our strong thirst
and commitment to God’s Word. Every week we
had in-depth Bible study sessions. It wasn’t just
superficial reading — we dug into the truth chapter
by chapter and verse by verse, and discussed how
to apply it.

At that time, my Bible knowledge was really
shallow. What | had learned in Sunday school in
Malaysia was limited. It was only after coming here
that | first systematically understood what the true
gospel is.

| learned that salvation is by the grace of Christ
alone and justification by faith alone. | also began
to understand core doctrines such as the Trinity,
original sin, and sanctification. Some brothers and
sisters introduced me to the books and sermon
recordings (CDs/DVDs) of Rev. Stephen Tong. They
truly shone like a light on my path of faith.

Those Bible studies were not just about
accumulating knowledge — they were a process of
life transformation. | began to learn how to apply
God’s Word in daily life. When facing stress,
loneliness, or exams, | would recall Scripture to
comfort myself. The foundation laid during that
period still supports me to this day.

Q: Did this kind of growth environment really
change your life? Were there any struggles along
the way?

A: It definitely changed me, but to be honest,
spiritual life is not always a straight upward line. |
also went through many low points. There were
times during university when | was so busy | didn’t
even want to come to church, times when |
doubted my faith, and even periods when | felt
that God seemed so far away.

But thank the Lord — DCMC was like my second
home. No matter the situation of my spiritual life,
there were always brothers and sisters who cared
for me and prayed for me. Prayer meetings, youth
fellowship, Sunday worship, and sermons from
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different pastors... these “means of grace” kept
pulling me back again and again.

These ups and downs actually helped me
understand more deeply that faith does not
depend on my own strength, but on God’s
preservation and the loving fellowship of the
church body. DCMC is not just a place for
meetings — it is a spiritual home where | learned
to rely on God and on my brothers and sisters.

Q: How would you like to bless the young
people in the church today? Do you want to
pass on what you received back then?

A: Yes. | am now actively involved in the youth
fellowship and youth ministry, and | occasionally
lead Bible studies or teach theology classes.
What | most want to do is to pass on, one by one,
the same graces | received back then to today’s
students.

| hope they don’t just come to church to
“socialise” or “kill time,” but that they are truly
captured by God’s Word and deeply rooted in it.
Just as the older brothers and sisters led me in
Bible reading and introduced me to good
resources, | also try my best to guide them in
reading Scripture, discussing doctrine, and
recommending reliable sermons and books.

| especially hope that they can build a solid
foundation of faith during their university years,
so that no matter where they go after graduation
or what challenges they face, they will not be
shaken by worldly values or false teachings.

When | see today’s young people, | often think of
myself back then. That’s why | cherish every
moment spent with them, and | pray that they
will encounter the true God and experience
transformation here at DCMC.

Q: You are now married with three lovely
children. How do you plan to help them put
down roots in God’s Word?

A: As a father, | believe the most important thing
is that “example speaks louder than words.” |
hope my children see from a young age how their
parents sincerely worship God and depend on
Him in daily life.

Our family has a regular time for family
devotions, usually reading the Bible and praying
together before bedtime. Sometimes we use
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children’s Bibles or storybooks so it’s easier for
them to understand. On weekends, we always
bring them to Sunday school and worship so they
grow up accustomed to church life.

Q: For DCMC’s next 30 years — or even longer
— what message would you like to share with
all the brothers and sisters regarding the
church’s mission?

A: First of all, | am truly grateful to God for how
He has led DCMC over the past 30 years — from
renting a venue to now having our own new
church building on the university campus at 58
Albany Street. What a tremendous blessing! The
location right next to the University of Otago is
practically a strategic stronghold given to us by
God.

| pray that DCMC will continue to be a church
that “blesses the next generation.” We must not
only maintain our gatherings, but actively
influence the campus, train disciples, and raise
up leaders. May this place become a place where
many international and local students meet
Christ and find their spiritual home away from
home. May local young people also be built up
here, so that when they grow up they can
become salt and light in the workplace, in their
families, and in society.
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understanding of Christianity came

from middle school history
textbooks. What was described in the
books gave me a very negative first
impression. But when | stepped into a
church for the first time, | came to see that
it was not like that at all. This is a faith
filled with warmth.

If it were not for God’s guidance, | would
never have broken my preconceived
notions, nor would | have chosen to study
in New Zealand. | would certainly not have
accepted Him as my faith. Looking back, |
can only say that God’s love and plan had
already been working in my life to change
me.

Before | came to New Zealand, all my

When | was in Year 8, | ranked first in my
grade in Chinese in an important exam. In
the next two or three exams, | maintained
similar results. However, in truth, these
results were achieved with the help of my
Chinese teacher. My good grades benefited
her, and to help me achieve high scores,
she corrected some of my multiple-choice
answers during exams. | regretted not
refusing her help. Pride led me to go
through a period of inconsistency in my
final year of middle school. The joy of
success clouded my judgment. As a result,
| performed very poorly in my entrance
exams and could only choose an ordinary
high school. | cried, not understanding why
this had happened.

Then my aunt returned to China and
suggested that | study abroad. Surprisingly,
my whole family agreed. So, we began
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preparing the necessary documents and
arrangements. Incredibly, the entire
process went very smoothly.

That is how | had my first experience of
going to church. After that, | found myself
liking church more, and | began to learn
about this faith. On October 11, 2024, | said
the sinner’s prayer. But at that time, | did
not yet fully understand this faith. | was
still living my old life, without much
change.

Everything changed during the Easter
service in 2025. It was the first time | cried
because of my own sin. As | listened to the
brothers and sisters reading the Scripture, |
was deeply moved. Jesus willingly
sacrificed Himself on the cross for a sinner—
how unworthy | am as a sinner! From then
on, | began to take my faith seriously. |
became more sensitive to sin. | no longer
wanted to indulge in it or offend the God
who loves me. | attended baptism classes to
learn more deeply, and | became more
certain of my desire to become a Christian.
After completing the classes, | continued
preparing myself, praying to God and asking
Him to guide me.

This year, at a church camp, God brought
me even closer to Him. | felt a deep sense
of unity there. Especially around the
campfire, | once again cried because of
God’s love and my sin. As | stood before the
fire, | could feel its warmth. But if | got too
close, it became uncomfortable, even
burning. This reminded me that as a sinner,
trying to approach a holy God on my own
would only result in harm. | am not worthy
to stand before Him in worship. But
because Lord Jesus Christ died for us on the
cross, | can repent and turn away from sin
to Him.

Another moment that deeply touched me
happened when | was waiting for the bus to
school with my friends. Suddenly, a
stranger came up to us and said, “l want to
tell you something: God loves you. Don’t
give up what you are doing now—these
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things are laying the foundation for your
future.” Once again, | was deeply moved.
God has been listening to my prayers. He
has been guiding me forward like a
lighthouse in my life. God has brought
tremendous change to my life. He is loving
and merciful, yet also holy and righteous.
His salvation and love have deeply touched
me, and | have decided to be baptized in
October and become a Christian.

Psalm 1:1-3 says: “Blessed is the one who
does not walk in step with the wicked or
stand in the way that sinners take or sit in
the company of mockers, but whose delight
is in the law of the Lord, and who meditates
on His law day and night. That person is like
a tree planted by streams of water, which
yields its fruit in season and whose leaf
does not wither—whatever they do
prospers.”

| thank the Lord for reminding me to reflect
on and study His Word, and to avoid
becoming someone who does not please
Him. | thank the Lord for helping me
recognize my pride and my offenses against
Him. Through Jesus, He found me and gave
me the courage to leave behind the lies and
emptiness of the world, so that | may long
for Him and experience His love. Glory be
to the Lord. Amen.
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t this moment filled with gratitude and

joy, as we celebrate the church’s 30th
anniversary, my heart is full of thanksgiving
to God. Looking back on my journey of faith,
| can clearly see how God has led and shaped
me step by step through the church.

| am a third-generation Christian, born and
raised in a Christian family. | grew up
attending Sunday School at the Methodist
Church, later joined the youth fellowship,
and served in Sunday worship. Everything
felt like a routine—I simply went because |
was supposed to. | often heard new believers
say that those of us who grew up in Christian
families were “very fortunate” to have been
exposed to the truth and faith from a young
age. Yet at that time, | did not understand
what that “blessing” meant. | took
everything for granted and felt that there
was nothing particularly special about it.

It was not until | was fourteen, when |
attended a camp called “Life Game,” that
my faith began to take a significant turn.
Before the camp, my understanding of life
was simply to study, take exams, pursue
higher education, work, get married, start a
family, and eventually grow old. However,
during the camp, | began to reflect on the
meaning of my existence and the true
purpose of life. On the last day of the camp,
| was deeply touched by God’s love for the
very first time—it was as if my spiritual eyes
were opened. From then on, in every Bible
study, | experienced new insights, as though
a spiritual wisdom was guiding me to a
deeper understanding of God’s Word.

In 2015, during a time of transition in my
education, | came to New Zealand rather
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unknowingly. When | first arrived, | hardly knew
anyone and did not regularly attend a church. In
my second month in Dunedin, while applying for
my student ID, | happened to pick up a student
club booklet. In it, | saw an introduction to the
“Dunedin Chinese Methodist Youth Fellowship.”
| was filled with excitement and deeply moved
by God’s wonderful provision. Even before |
realized my need, He had already prepared the
way for me.

| took the initiative to contact the youth
fellowship president at the time and attended
my first worship service in New Zealand that
very Sunday. The seniors there showed me great
care and acceptance—they were a group of
brothers and sisters who loved the Lord and
loved one another. Through their
companionship, | truly experienced God’s love.
They invited me to join a Bible study group—the
Zechariah group—which met at Alex and Joey’s
home. Perhaps it was the new environment, or
perhaps the different style of Bible study, but
every gathering was enriching. Gradually, |
found myself looking forward most to Friday
night Bible studies each week, and | could
clearly feel my spiritual life growing.

As time went on, | became more involved in
serving in the church, and in 2017 | was elected
as the youth fellowship president. This was
something | had never imagined for myself. In
the past, even in youth fellowship, | had never
held any leadership role, and | knew that | was
not naturally good at leading. At that time, my
heart was filled with struggle and reluctance. In
the early stages of serving, | often felt lost and
uncertain, lacking confidence in every decision
| had to make. Yet | experienced deeply that
God’s grace is sufficient. He led me step by step
and guided me forward. During those two years
of service, whether through Sunday messages,
small group life, prayer, or ministry, | was
constantly reminded to look to God and rely on
Him.

In some of the low points and challenges of my
life, the church became even more my spiritual
home. Through God’s Word and the support
of fellow believers, | learned to lay down my
burdens and experienced the peace and
strength that come from Him. Looking back
on this journey, | deeply realize that it is not
| who hold on to God, but God who has never
let go of me. Today, although | am still learning
and growing, | trust God more than before and
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am more willing to place myself in His hands.
The church is not only the starting point of my
faith, but also the place where | continue to be
built up and renewed.

On this 30th anniversary, may God continue to
bless His church, so that more people may
come to know Him and experience Him here.
May each one of us be rooted and grow in the
Lord, becoming a testimony to His glory.

All glory be to God.

—
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ast year in 2025 God gave me the

toughest season of my life. | developed
severe idiopathic back pain, which forced
me to take a year off university studies and
prioritise my health. For months, multiple
appointments and treatments did nothing
and the physical and mental pain was
unbearable. | was depressed, anxious,
deeply consumed by dark negative thoughts
about my deteriorating life. | grumbled
against God, not understanding why such a
bad thing can happen to me.

Before | left Dunedin to go back home for
the rest of the year, Pastor Huang told me to
remember this one message, “One day you
will understand why”.

On a particularly bad day when | was in
physical and mental torment, God revealed
to me a Bible verse:

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in
every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-
7).

| complained, thinking it’s a bunch of horse
radish. Jesus would’ve already healed me if
he wanted to, clearly none of my prayers
worked. However, because | was in a lot of
pain, | prayed for it to be removed once
again, even though | have tried to pray many
times without success. That night, God
decided to remove the pain, and | was able
to fall asleep normally. When | was ready to
celebrate the next morning, the pain came
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back. Is this a cruel joke? | don’t understand
why such a miraculous thing happened to
me only for it to be gone again.

After 10 months of chronic pain, | finally had
a breakthrough with healing. It came when
| least expected it. Mind-body therapy. It
taught me that it’s the endless anxious and
hopeless thoughts that | feed to myself
everyday that kept me in this vicious cycle.
And so, ultimately it was a rewiring and
renewal of my mindset about my pain and
suffering that brought me the healing |
longed for. Since then, my symptoms
gradually started to get better every month,
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Ultimately it was a rewiring and
renewal of my mindset about my pain
and suffering that brought me the
healing I longed for.

and now I’m able to
return to my university
studies and church life
again. To this day | am
shocked and amazed
how the body decided
to heal itself like that.

Now I think I
understand a little bit.
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In this season of my
life, God taught me to let go of my default
controlling and debilitating fearful thoughts
and learn to trust in His goodness, His
teaching, His timing, and His grace. He’s
always with us, and He certainly has the
power to do anything for our benefit,
including healing. A spoiled child gets
everything they want, but a healthy child
understands the value of delayed
gratification. | was the spoiled child, and
now I’m a healthier child. He has better
plans for each of us, even if we cannot see
through what they are at the moment. | pray
we can hold on to His promises for us
because He is always good, and He never
fails.
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grew up in a Christian family and went to

church regularly with my family. However at
the time | felt like going to church every Sunday
was just a part of my routine. | realised | did not
prioritise God in my life, rather | was driven by
my own interests and desires, leading me to
indulge in worldly pleasures including playing
video games and watching online entertainment.
During this time | was also depressed, which
made me seek more comfort in gaming and
entertainment. This became a vicious cycle that
| struggled with for a long time.

However a major turning point for me was when
| heard that my brother started to go to a/church
in Dunedin, and was deeply invested in reading
the word of God. We shared a lot of similar
issues growing up. But | saw that his life changed
drastically. He became more cheerful and
confident, and | was amazed everytime when he
shared insights and wisdom from the Bible. So
this led me to start reading the Bible as well. As
| was reading the gospels, | learned about God's
character through His teachings, actions and
values, and most importantly his love for us by
sending Christ to live a perfect life and die on
the cross to pay the price for our sins. | felt loved
by my Father that is in heaven, and | was
restored with joy and hope. | became more
curious about God and | wanted to focus more of
my attention on God. | found that | had less
desire to feed into the addictions | had in the
past. This made me realise that | cannot fix
myself but God can.

Another turning point for me was coming to
DCMC and realising how important fellowship is
for building my spiritual life. At first | was
reluctant to come to church, but I'm so glad that
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| stuck around to see how fellow Christians are
living out their lives to be more Christ like. It
was really inspiring to see their devotion to
Christ and how they reflect God's character,
helping me to keep going with my spiritual
journey.

| understand I'm not perfect and | still have a lot
to learn, but since following Christ | feel at
peace and | have a sense of direction that |
never had before. That's the difference He's
made in my life.
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od had already begun helping me from the

moment | was born. | was born four months
premature, and from the very first moment of
my life, | was in critical condition. At any time,
| could have been taken to heaven because |
weighed less than one kilogram and my organs
were not fully developed. | was so small that |
could fit into my dad’s palm. But now, things are
very different—haha. Through my parents’
constant prayers, | eventually made it through
that dangerous period. That was the first time
God saved me.

Fast forward to when | was five or six years old.
As you all know, that’s the age when we first
start to disobey our parents. From the moment
| began to think for myself, | often complained
and felt jealous—wondering why others had
things that | didn’t. | remember showing off,
saying things like, “Look where my dad took
me.” At school, my grades were never in the top
ten. | didn’t really want to study—I just wanted
to play every day. After school at 3:30, | had
tutoring and homework, but obviously my
results were still at the bottom. | remember
during tutoring tests, | was too lazy to even try,
and my parents were constantly called in. Even
though my mom helped me study before big
exams, | still preferred playing games, and
because of that, | was often punished.

Besides that, | do have quite a lot of memories
of church from when | was young. | went to
Sunday school, but did | listen seriously?
Obviously not. One time, my mom became my
teacher. At the end of the year, our church had
a Bible quiz, and the teacher required us to read
at least one chapter a day—but | never opened
the Bible. Eventually, my mom couldn’t bear
seeing me fail and get laughed at, so she helped
me by highlighting key points. On the day of the
results, | asked a classmate, “What score did
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you get?” When she told me a lower score than
mine, | laughed and said, “You actually got lower
than me?” She told the teacher—who was my
mom—and obviously, | got punished again for
being so arrogant.

A turning point in my life began on the day my
aunt passed away. Everyone was crying, except
me. | was confused and asked my mom, “You
always say that when people die, they go to
heaven—what is heaven like?” She didn’t answer,
only saying, “You’ll understand when you grow
up.” At that time, | didn’t really understand
what “death” meant. Later, | asked my parents
again, and they said, “Death means you will
never see each other again.” | went silent. When
| got home, | sat in the car and cried for a long
time. That was the moment | truly understood
what death meant. | was nine years old.

That same year, | did something | will never
forget—I stole money. Yes, something you would
never expect a nine-year-old to do. Of course, |
was eventually caught. When | was exposed, |
tried to argue and deny it, but after being
punished, my mom led me to pray and confess to
God. From that moment on, | no longer had the
desire to commit that sin again. That was also
the first time | truly felt how merciful God is.

When | was ten, | became the class monitor. | felt
very powerful—I only needed to tell people to be
quiet, and they would obey immediately. | felt
proud and full of authority. In Year 6, | became
the vice leader of the student patrol team,
which made me feel even more powerful. But at
the same time, this authority planted a seed of
pride in my heart. Whenever | saw someone
make even a small mistake, | would write down
their name and give them penalties. In the end,
| graduated primary school carrying a false sense
of glory, believing everything | did was right and
that | had done nothing wrong.

Clearly, my childhood was filled with confusion
and sin. But another turning point came during a
funeral. One day, my mom received a call saying
that my grandfather didn’t have much time left.
We rushed to his city, which was very far away.
On the way, | heard my aunts singing hymns and
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praying together. In the end, my grandfather
went to heaven. At the funeral, | cried—this time
it was different. | understood that death meant
never seeing your loved ones again.

During the memorial service, my aunt shared
that the night before my grandfather passed
away, it seemed that God, through His power, led
him to accept Jesus as his Savior. Shortly after,
when the doctor came in, my grandfather lost all
his strength. At that moment, | understood that
our Heavenly Father’s power is beyond what we
can comprehend. | also began to understand
what eternal life means.

In December 2022, my family moved to Dunedin,
New Zealand. | didn’t know that this city would
bring a 180-degree transformation to my life. In
a new city, the first challenges were language
and cultural differences. It was difficult, but
looking back now, | can see that God was always
protecting me and never gave up on me.

After arriving in Dunedin, | began learning to be
humble. [ finally recognized my own weaknesses.
Every day when | went to school, | no longer
went with pride, but with the attitude of a
learner. From that point on, | started trying new
things—sports, baking, leading a club, and more.
Everything started from zero, and every day |
thought about how to improve myself.

However, when | first joined DCMC, | hadn’t
really changed—I still fell asleep during sermons
for several months. | continued arguing with
people who opposed me because | always
believed | was right, and | refused to lower
myself and say, “I’m wrong, I’m sorry.”

But one day, | came to know Jesus Christ again—
the One | had ignored for thirteen years. That
day, Pastor Huang asked a question that struck
my soul and made me question whether | truly
knew God as a Christian. He said, “If you’ve been
in church your whole life but have never
admitted that you are a sinner, then you have
never truly known Jesus.”

That night, | went home and, for the first time in
many years, truly immersed myself in God’s
Word. | read Psalm 119:105: “Your word is a lamp
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to my feet and a light to my path.” | realized
that during my thirteen years as a Christian, |
had ignored His Word. | had forgotten that He
has always been in front of me, guiding my way.

That night, | cried alone in the bathroom. |
realized how many times | had sinned against
God in those thirteen years. Then | prayed:
“God, | am a sinner. | repent of my sins.” That
was the first time | truly humbled myself and
admitted | was wrong.

After that day, | became more active in church
and began to understand that God has never
abandoned us—He has always been waiting for us
to come home. | also realized the importance of
equipping myself with God’s Word and learning
to be humble. Only then did | truly understand
that God had never left me—He had been
helping me all along.

There are so many things God does for us every
day. But in the end, it all comes down to one
sentence: “God, | believe that after | die, | will
be with You forever.”

Finally, | want to say that God is always working
in our hearts. When you look back on your life,
you will realize that He has always been by your
side. My life has been completely rewritten by
God. From the very beginning, He was helping
me—but | did not thank Him and continued to
live in sin. Our sins are something we can never
repay, but through Jesus Christ, we are given
eternal life.

If it were not for Christ, maybe even today, in
2026, | would still be wandering lost. But now, |
am finally walking in the light. It’s not that |
have held onto God—He has never let go of us
sinners.
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, peace be
with you!

First of all, | sincerely wish DCMC a happy 30th
anniversary!

When | was asked to share my life testimony, my
first thought was: "Why me? Haven't | just
arrived?” But before | knew it, this has already
become my third year in Dunedin. Looking at it
that way, | suppose I'm somewhat of an "old
friend" here now.

| come from a small town called Sibu, in
Sarawak, Malaysia. Those of you who have been
to or come from Sibu probably know that it's a
place where Christianity flourishes abundantly.
Among the denominations, the Methodist Church
is particularly deep-rooted and widespread—
there are three Methodist churches near my
home alone. Yet, growing up in such a rich
Christian environment, | rarely attended church.
Perhaps it was because my parents were busy
with work, or perhaps it was my own inner
resistance. Looking back now, | was like a
rebellious child who didn't want to come home.

Those of you who know me well may remember
that | shared a testimony last year. | won't go
into the details again today—long story short—I
shared how, step by step, through DCMC, |
rediscovered my faith in the Lord Jesus. | will
never forget that night when | first stepped into
the old church building. Outside, the cold wind
was howling, but my heart felt warm and
peaceful. At that moment, | was like a lost sheep
finally returning to the Good Shepherd's flock.

After that, | began to serve in the church. From
usher to camp committee member, and then to
youth fellowship committee member, | have
grown a lot spiritually. But the Lord's work in me
is far from over. | used to be a very introverted
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person. | never took the initiative to talk to
anyone. Even my teacher once joked that
they hadn't heard me speak for an entire
year. Today, although | haven't reached the
level of a "social butterfly," | have learned to
take the initiative to make new friends. When
| stood on stage to share my testimony last
year, | never imagined that | would ever be
able to stand in front of people and speak. As
| write this, | look back on the changes over
these three years and realize that | have become
increasingly cheerful. | cannot help but exclaim:
How great is my Lord! He has transformed me
with His mighty power. At the same time, |
have also made many friends in the church who
are as dear to me as my own family.

Although the time | have spent at DCMC is only
one-tenth of her thirty years, my affection for this
church is immeasurably deep. | also want to thank
all my brothers and sisters in Christ for your care
and support over these three years. May we be of
one heart and one mind, and together witness the
next anniversary celebration.

Finally, once again, | sincerely wish:

DCMC, a happy 30th anniversary!
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Grace in Moments
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08/11/95

FABFAI 5 s AR R RT H
R ARH AN NS B TH LA
Rev Joel Siew and Pastor Elijah Wong
visited Dunedin to assess the local
church situatioon

o 48 Fe AT

Rev Joel Siew

13-14/02/96

ZH R AL T e AT I oy |
Arrangement made for the establishment
of Dunedin Chinese Methodist Church

Beach Motel

Pastor Elijah
Wong

07/04/96

LR R, AT F A | Church
founded; Thanksgiving Service held

All Saints Church

A3 A A

Rev Joel Siew

06/07/96

x| T YBA4% 18 42t % — {24 | Pastor
Grace Lau appointed as First pastor

26/04/97

MR L F — B F 4 | The first board of
deacons was established

All Saints Church

05/02/02

A 4 R AR deAE 5 — Ao 4 | Pastor
Dannie Lee appointed as second pastor

All Saints Church

11/10/03

R R B HIF12NE F =424 | Rev
Raymond Mok appointed as third pastor

All Saints Church

17&19/01/05

BT R AT F RS (R RAE)
Fy Wy F 4T B & # | A music concert
(Melody of Love) was held in Malaysia to
raise funds for the purchase of a pastor's
house.

Sibu & Bintulu

01/11/05

K G R AT AEAE F w44 E | Rev
Tiong Cheong Lai appointed as Fourth
pastor

15/01/06

2 £ 3b, & 1T 5] Otago Museum Hutton
Theatre | Worship Service relocated to
Hutton Theatre, Otago Museum

10/03/06

Wy 3F 44 ) & | Purchase of pastor's house

357 Pinehill Road

31/3-1/4/06

TSP T B 24T | Mission
Conference meeting was held at DCMC

Hutton Theatre




B 3 % b &, Bt i
01/04/06 BT F sk 4L | Dedication 357 Pinehill Road B KAe B ()
service for pastor's house Pastor James Ha
(Australia)
02/04/06 + B R B % 7 | 10th Hutton Theatre A8 Fe T
anniversary thanksgiving service .
Rev Joel Siew
10/04/06 BT o Ay S P s |
Pastor's house was named
"Xuan En" Center
09/11/07 W £ F AP #4407 & |Purchase | 249 Ravensbourne
of worship venue and pastor's | Road
residence- 249 Ravensbourne
Road
04/01/08 250 R AR Fe A B BAE4E | 249 Ravensbourne
Rev Adrain King appointed as | Road
the Fifth pastor
06/01/08 45 F 2 4e | First Worship 249 Ravensbourne
service held at 249 Road
Ravensbourne
06/09/08 IR0 i 4 | Music College of Education
Evangelistic Event “Lost” | Auditorium
10/10/10 Wy F R 4P | Purchase of 500 | 500 Great King Street
Great King Street
29/10/10 #% 3T | | Worship venue 500 Great King Street
relocated to 500 Great King
Street
30/10/10 Fr45 % — X 4 | 1st Sunday 500 Great King Street | 22 £ a4 )f

Service at 500 Great King Street
i

Rev Adrain King

17-20/11/11

F IrAi k% E | Organised
and hosted CMCNZ camp- 'Life
Game'

Queenstown Lakeland
Camp

18-20/03/11

FHNANAE T B AT
Mission Conference held at
DCMC

500 Great King Street
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20/03/11 = B 158 & )k 3¢ | 15th Anniversary | 500 Great King
Celebration Street
01/07/16 H ik AT 24 A4 | Rev 500 Great King
Jeremiah Huang appointed as the Sixth | Street
pastor
30/07/16 20 )7 4 & g | 20th Anniversary 500 Great King
Celebration Street
12/17 45 2 )5 4545 %5 4 | Queenstown
prayer meeting began
20/05/18 T4k 2 G4 % — k%% | IstSunday | St Andrew Church | &£ 4%0)7
service at Queenstown
Rev Jeremiah
Huang
01/10/24 M EPIF AKX EX LA ZE5 A | St Andrew Church | 47 tid 407
Bt | Rev Adam Yeo and family started
serving in Queenstown Rev Adam Yeo
30/06/25 W) 3% #7 2% | Purchase of 58 Albany
Street
09/11/25 & — K f& | Last Sunday service at 500 | 500 Great King
Great King Street 2 # Street
15/12/25 4 32 | Sale of 500 Great King Street
01/02/26 % — &k At | Ist Sunday service58 Albany |58 Albany Street S A
Street 2 #
w7 Rev Jeremiah
Huang
25/04/26 30 ] 5 jx 32 | 30th anniversary 58 Albany Street
celebration
26/04/26 #7 X% #k = 4L | Dedication service of the| 58 Albany Street

New Church Building
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20260521 #H T FE—RER EFF
February 1, 2026 - First Sunday Worship Service at 58 Albany Street

AR ARBANGGETF, XAAALLE P ERF .

This is not our story - it is the story God is still unfolding....

B IR R B
DCMC Church Building Fundraiser

XML R AR S FTA . RIS OE BE BT
AR —RS S, RiCREESHS . k. BELhriTsh, #eE
BRI T — R 53 o
JEBAER AR, — R 2P MR (5 5 52008 |

This is the grace and trust God has bestowed upon DCMC. It is time for us
to respond together. We invite all brothers and sisters to join us, whether
through prayer, offering, or practical action, to become a part of this holy
work. May we experience God’s faithfulness and glory together in the
process of building the church.

TfRE Z i For detailed information: dcmc.co.nz/buildingpurchase
Z=#ik Donation: dcmc.co.nz/donation

ik P 44 %% Account Name: Dunedin Chinese Methodist Church Trust
DCMC #47lk5-Bank Account: 12-3150-0238747-02
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